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Municipal  Health  Centre, 
Whitegate  Drive, 
Blackpool. 

September,  1954. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  for  your  perusal  and  consideration  m\-  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1953. 

Circular  1/54  detailed  certain  points  to  be  included  in  the  1953  Report  and 
so  far  as  the  information  is  available  these  subjects  have  been  dealt  with.  Apart 
from  this  the  report  follows  the  lines  of  previous  years. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  varies  but  little  from  year  to  year,  this  year 
the  Registrar  General's  estimate  is  146,700,  a reduction  of  600  on  the  previous  year. 
The  Birth  Rate  is  slightly  higher  than  in  1952  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  any 
more  than  a slight  halt  in  the  downward  trend  in  the  Blackpool  rate.  I am  pleased 
to  record  that  the  death  rate  again  shows  a marked  improvement  on  the  previous 
year.  There  is  also  a slight  improvement  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  although 
the  neo-natal  deaths  have,  in  fact,  increased. 

Points  of  interest  concerning  infectious  disease  are  dealt  with  in  the  body  of 
the  report  but  I would  like,  liere,  to  draw  attention  to  the  detail  on  food  poisoning 
on  page  14.  Unfortunately,  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain  in  three  of  the  outbreaks 
the  particular  organism  responsible  and  in  a further  two  instances,  although  the 
causative  organism  was  isolated  the  food  responsible  for  disseminating  the  organism 
was  not  ascertained.  Of  particular  interest,  was  the  outbreak  of  salmonella  bovis 
morbificans  where  over  1,100  persons  must  be  considered  to  have  been  at  risk  of 
infection.  This  outbreak  did,  in  fact,  affect  the  populace  of  the  Lancashire  County 
administrative  area  and  Preston  County  Borough  in  addition  to  Blackpool.  It  is 
rather  singular  that  the  numbers  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis,  respirator},-  and 
non-respirator\’  together,  are  the  same  for  the  past  three  years  but  what  is  more 
noticeable  is  the  continued  drop  in  the  tuberculosis  mortality  rate — I have  dealt 
in  detail  with  this  point  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Extensive  comment  was  made  on  the  Local  Health  Services  under  the  National 
Health  Service  in  my  last  annual  report  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  go  into  such 
detail  this  year.  The  year  has  been  one  mainly  of  consolidation  of  existing  services 
without  making  any  substantial  extensions.  In  passing,  it  may  be  noted  that 
Post  Natal  clinic  sessions  have  been  extended  to  Bispham,  Layton  and  South 
Shore  clinic  centres  and  the  attendances  thereat  appear  to  justify  the  introduction 
of  the  session.  1 regret  that  no  progress  has  yet  been  made  towards  fulfilling  the 
Local  Health  Authority’s  statutory  duty  of  jiroviding  dental  care  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  of  pre-school  age. 


Kei'erence  was  made  in  last  \ear’s  report  in  the  note  on  Smoke  Abatement 
to  a class  for  stokers  which  was  to  be  held  at  the  local  School  of  Technology,  and 
at  the  outset  this  was  supported  by  boiler  house  firemen  from  all  areas  of  the  Fylde. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  session,  however,  the  numbers  dwindled,  and  it  was  finally 
decided,  due  to  the  lack  of  interest  shown,  to  abandon  the  proposed  course  for  the 
next  Winter  session.  Similarly,  the  food  hygiene  lectures,  run  in  co-operation  with 
the  School  of  Food  Technology,  met  with  little  success  and  were  discountinued. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Hodgson,  who  had  been  the  part-time  Public  Analyst  for  the  County 
Borough  of  Blackpool  for  some  40  years,  died  in  December  1952  and  it  was 
necessarA’  in  pursuance  of  section  69  (4)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for 
temporary  arrangements  for  the  analysis  of  food  to  be  made.  Mr.  S.  E.  Melling 
was  appointed  to  act  until  a permanent  appointment  could  be  made.  On  27th 
April,  1953,  the  Council  appointed  Mr.  J.  Graham  Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  of 
Warrington,  to  be  the  part-time  Public  Analyst  and  Part-time  Agricultural  Analyst. 

To  conclude  this  foreword,  I would  like,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  your  continued  interest  in  the  public  health  of  Blackpool  and  to 
express  my  thanks  to  other  chief  officials  of  the  Corporation  for  information 
• incoiporated  in  this  report.  Mv  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  members  of  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  support  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 


Yours  faithfully. 


GEORGE  W.  MURRAY. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

The  Health  Committee,  set  up  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Part  II 
of  the  Fourth  Schedule  to  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  is  constituted  as 
follows  : 

22  Council  Members. 

2 Council  Members  nominated  by  the  Education  Committee. 

2 Non-council  members  nominated  by  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Division  of  the 

British  Medical  Association. 

2 Non-council  members  (experts)  nominated  by  coiporate  members  of  the 

Health  Committee. 

2 Non-council  members  nominated  by  the  Executive  Council  for  the  County 

Borough. 

3 Non-council  members  (women)  nominated  by  Corporate  members  of  the 

Health  Committee. 

1 Non-council  member  nominated  by  the  Local  Dental  Committee. 

2 Non-council  members  nominated  by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 

Management  Committee. 

Briefly,  the  main  function  of  this  Committee,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the 
Council,  are  to  cariy^  out  (a)  the  local  health  authority  functions  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Acts,  (b)  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to 
the  notification  of  births,  registration  of  nursing  and  maternity  homes,  (c)  the 
provisions  of  the  Midwives  Acts,  1918-1951,  (d)  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  and  the  Blackpool  Improvement  Acts  relating  to  infectious  disease. 

Three  sub-committees  have  been  appointed,  i.e.  Accounts,  Mental  Health  and 
Care,  and,  jointly  with  the  Education  Committee  a sub-committee  has  been 
appointed  to  consider  the  provision  of  a dental  service  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school  age  in 
conjunction  with  the  existing  school  dental  service. 

RELATED  HEALTH  SERVICES  COMMITTEE. 

This  committee  is  comprised  of  19  Council  members  only.  The  extent  of  the 
committee’s  functions  can  be  observed  from  a perusal  of  this  report,  with  the 
exception  of  those  matters  which  are  within  the  purview  of  the  Health  Committee. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

(as  at  31st  December,  1953). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

Georgh  W.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

David  W.  Wauchob,  M.B..  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 

Mary  D.  Banim,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

Assistant  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer: 

Kathleen  Ball,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Harry  Priestley,  M.B.E.,  {a)  {b). 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant: 

George  E.  Fielding  {a). 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  W.  Barlow  (c)  (d)  (s')  (/)  (g) 

Sanitary  Staff: 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  J.  Pickard  (a)  (b)  ; District  Inspectors,  A.  E. 
Fitton  {a),  E.  Smith  (u),  W.  Moister  (u),  A.  Daniel  (a)  (ft),  T.  W.  Lomax  (a)  (ft), 
E.  W.  Burrows  (a)  (ft),  E.  Jackson  (a)  (ft),  J.  Parkinson  (u)  (ft),  L.  Moorhouse  (a) 
(ft) Pestologist,  A.  Howard. 

Abattoirs  Superintendent : 

W.  Riley  (a)  (ft). 

Health  Visitors: 

D.  Lea  (c)  (e)  (/),  F.  E.  Ainsworth  (c)  {e)  (/),  W.  Walsh  (c)  (e)  (/),  M.  I. 
Fletcher  (c)  {e)  (/)  (^),  P.  Wroe  (c)  (^)  (/),  M.  Lorraine  (c)  {e)  (/)  {g),  M. 
Ryder  {c)  { d ) (e)  (/),  A.  McCullagh  (c)  (d)  (e)  (f)  {g)  ; Tuberculosis  Nurses,  D. 
Harrison  (c)  (e)  (/),  K.  Watson  (c)  (d)  (^,\  M.  Hardacre  (c)  (e)  (f)  ; Infectious 
Disease  Nurse,  M.  Partington  (c)  (d)  (e). 


Midwives : 

L.  Hill  (c)  (e),  G.  Dixon  (e),  E.  V.  Fisher  fe),  F.  H.  C.  Savage  (e),  A.  Brining 
(0  (e). 

Home  Nurses: 

D.  Bennett  (c),  M.  Catterall  (c)  (e),  I Dewhurst  (c),  R.  Elliott  (c),  W.  Emery 
(c)  (e),  M.  Fisher  (c)  (e)  (g),  E.  Greatorex  (c)  (d)  (e),  A.  M.  Lister  (c)  (e)  (g), 
A.  .Myles  (c),  M.  McRoy  (c)  (g),  A.  Pilling  (c),  M.  Rought-Brooks  (c)  (e),  M. 
Rossall  Cc)  (d)  (e)  (g)  (ft),  A.  Spencer  (c'l  (d)  (g),  H.  Tidswell  (c)  (g). 
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Mental  Health  Staff: 

Duly  Authorised  Otiicers,  D.  T xylor^  H.  J.  Corpe  ; Mental  Health  Worker,  Miss 
E.  M.  Dash  ; Supervisor,  Occupation  Centre,  Mrs.  L.  V.  Higham,  Assistant 
Supervisor,  Mrs.  M.  G.  Griffiths  ; Occupation  Centre  Assistant,  Miss  K.  Parr. 

Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff: 

Senior  Statistical  Clerk,  D.  H.  Taylor,  A.C.C.S.,  Senior  Clerks,  R.  Pryar,  H.  R. 
Dowling,  J.  Richardson  ; Secretary  to  M.O.H.,  Miss  N.  Brown  ; seven  male  clerks 
and  one  storekeeper  ; eleven  female  clerks,  three  shorthand/typists  and  one  telephonist. 

Domestic  Help  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  H.  McClellan. 

Physiotherapists : 

Miss  J.  Kelsall,  C.S.P.  and  Mrs.  B.  Chester,  C.S.P. 

Radiographer : 

Mrs.  M.  Easter  (c)  {d). 

Public  Analyst  (Part  Time): 

J.  G.  Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 


(a)  Holders  of  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  or  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Examination  Joint  Board. 

(b)  Holders  of  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(c)  General  Trained. 

(d)  Fever  Trained. 

(e)  State  Certified  Midwife. 

(f)  Health  Visitors’  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(g)  Trained  in  District  Nursing  by  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing. 

(h)  Midwifery  Teacher’s  Diploma. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  VITAL  STATISTICS, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (exclusive  of  foreshore) 

Area  of  foreshore  and  Crown  lands 
Population  (Census  1951) 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate — mid-year  1953) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  empty  houses  ... 

Rateable  value  of  the  borough  ... 

Sum  represented  bv  a Penny  Rate 


8,512  acres 
Xib68  acres 
147,131 
146,700 
45,374 
301 

£1.859,698 

.£7,484 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male 

Female 

Live  Births  : 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  778 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  67 

Birth  Rate  (Crude)  per  1000  pop. 

Birth  Rate  (Standardised)  per  1000  pop. 

11.0 

11.3 

708 

66 

Stillbirths  : 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  18 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rate  per  1000  births  (live  and  still) 
Rate  per  1000  population 

27.6 

.3 

27 

Deaths  ; 

1030 

Death  Rate  (ci'ude)  per  1000  pop. 
Death  Rate  (standardised)  perl0()0pop. 

14.3 

12.3 

1073 

Total 

1486 

133 


45 

1 


2103 


Number  of  women  d\4ng  in  or  in  consequence  of 
childbirth  ; 


Rate  per  1000 

No.  births  (live  and  still) 


(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  1 .6 

Death  Rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1000  live  births 27.2 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  26.2 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  37.6 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  (per  1000  live  births)  ...  22.2 


BIRTHS. 


The  number  of  live  births  allocated  to  Blackpool  for  the  period  under  review 
I was  1,619  resulting  in  a crude  birth  rate  of  11.0  per  1,000  population  or  a 
^standardised  rate  of  11.3  per  1,000  population.  For  comparison  with  the 
I standardised  rate  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  other  areas  are  set  out  below  ; 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.5 


160  Count\'  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.0 

160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  population 

25,000-  50,000  at  1951  Census) 15.7 

London  .Administrative  County  ...  ...  ...  17.5 
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Illegitimate  Births.  During  the  year  133  illegitimate  births  were  registered  in 
Blackpool.  This  gives  a rate  of  .9  per  1,000  population  and  amounts  to  8.2%  of 
the  total  births.  It  is  most  disquieting  to  record  that  this  is  a 34%  increase  on  the 
previous  year. 

Stillbirths.  46  stillbirths  were  recorded  in  1953.  The  resulting  rate  is  27.7 
per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  a slight  improvement  on  the  previous  year 
but  still  comparing  unfavourably  with  the  average  position  throughout  the  country. 


England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.4 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.8 

160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  Population 

25,000—50,000  at  1951  Census)  21.4 

London  Administrative  County  ...  21.0 


DEATHS. 

2,103  deaths  have  been  allocated  to  Blackpool  in  respect  of  the  year  1953. 
The  crude  death  rate  is  14.3  and  the  standardised  rate  12.3  per  1,000  population. 
This  is  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year  when  the  corresponding  figures  were 
2,265  deaths  ; crude  death  rate  15.4  ; standardised  rate  13.2. 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  other  areas  are  given  below  for 


comparative  puiposes  : 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.4 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.2 

160  Smaller  Town  (Resident  population 

25,000 — 50,000  at  1951  census)  ...  ...  11.3 

London  Administrative  County  ...  ...  ...  12.5 


The  percentages  of  deaths  in  the  various  age  gi'oups  with  corresponding  figures 
for  previous  years  are  as  follows  : 


Age 

1942 

UM:1 

1044 

1045 

1040 

1047 

104S 

1040 

10.50 

1051 

1052 

1053 

Under  12  months 

f:.2 

.5.3 

4.0 

:i.  1 

4.7 

4.5 

3.;. 

J.l 

• > ~ 

2.1 

2.0 

2.1 

1 year  and  under  5 years  .. 

.9 

.5 

.s 

.9 

.(> 

.) 

•- 

.4 

.5 

.4 

.4 

a years  and  under  15  years 

:17.8 

:!.5. 1 

:i(;.4 

9^4.1 

94.0 

42.2 

32.3 

30.1 

.3 

.3 

.3 

4 

15  years  and  under  05  years 

27.0 

2S.4 

20.0 

29.1 

65  years  and  over  

.■>.5. 1 

58.7 

50.1 

02.(1 

01.4 

02.7 

04.0 

07.0 

70.7 

08.1 

COiPARISON  OP  THE  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  OP  BLACKPOOL 
WITH  DEATH  RATE  OP  EH&LAND  AED  WALES,  1888-1953 

Blackpool  . 
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The  Registrar  General  has  furnished  a list  of  causes  of  deaths,  sub-classified 
in  sex  and  age  groups  and  this  is  set  out  below  ; 

Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  in  the  County  Borough  of  Blackpool. 
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_ 

M 

7.5 

10 

1 

1 

— 

3 

23 

15 

16 

F 

104 

14 

— 

4 

10 

14 

18 

44 

M 

0 

— 

1 

1 

2 

5 



__ 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

] 

1 

_ 

AT 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

.3 

1 

o 

4 

F 

19 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

11 

M 

n 

— 

— 

— 

— , 

1 

3 

9 

3 

F 

M 

5 

2 

— 

z 

— 

— 

1 

3 

o 

1 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 





1 



1 

M 

1030 

22 

3 

fi 

2 

41 

.320 

320 

311 

P 

1073 

22 

5 

I 

n 

30 

210 

208 

498 

Tuherculosis.  resj>iratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disciise 
Diphtheria 
\Vh(H)piiip  Cousli 

Meningococcal  infections  

Acute  I’olioniyelitis  ... 

.Mea.sles 

Other  infective  and  ii.iiasiiic  diseasi-s 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomacli 
Afalignant  neopbism.  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lyniiihatic  neoplasms 
Leiikaemia  and  alenkaemia 
Diabetes 

Va.scular  lesions  of  nervons  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  cirenlatory  disease  ... 

InfliiPir/.n 

I’nemnonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  di.sea.ses  of  respiratory  system 
T’leer  of  stomaeli  and  dimdennm  ... 
Ciastrilis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 
Nephritis  atid  nephrosis 
Ifypeiplnsia  of  prostate 
Pregnaney,  ehildbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  deflned  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehiele  aeeidents 
All  nttier  aeeidents  ... 

^nieide 

Homieide  and  operations  of  \v:u  ... 

AT.T.  C\TTSRR  
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Tuberculosis.  24  deaths  in  1954  were  classified  as  due  to  tuberculosis — 20 
respiratory  and  4 non-respiratory.  The  corresponding  mortality  rates  together  with 
figures  for  Blackpool  last  year  and  England  and  Wales  for  the  current  year  are  ; 


Blackpool 

England  and 

1953 

1954 

Wales— 1954 

Total  deaths  

298 

.163 

.201 

Respiratory 

258 

.136 

.179 

Non-respiratory  

040 

.027 

.022 

The  improvement  recorded  above  and  the  satisfactory  comparison  with  the 
position  of  the  country  as  a whole  is  worthy  of  mention  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may 
be  maintained  in  future  years. 

Heart  Diseases.  793  persons  died  during  the  3^ear  from  various  form  of  heart 
diseases.  The  mortalit}/  rate  is  5.4  per  1,000  population  compared  with  5.7  last 
vear.  The  largest  single  cause  was  coronary  thrombosis  which  accounted  for  328 
deaths. 


Cancer,  During  1953  a total  of  362  persons  died  from  cancer  in  its  various 
manifestations,  leukaemia  and  aleukaemia.  The  mortality  rate  2.5  per  1,000 
population  does  not  compare  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of 
1.65.  Of  particular  interest  are  the  mortality  rates  for  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus  : Blackpool  .402  per  1,000  population  ; England  and  Wales  .343. 

Infant  Mortality.  44  children  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  died  during  the 
year.  This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  27.2  per  1,000  registered  live  births  and  again 
this  is  an  improvement,  although  slight,  on  the  previous  3'ear.  For  comparison  the 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  other  areas  are  set  out  below  : 


England  and  Wales 

26.8  per  1,000  registered  live  births 

160  County^  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  (including  London) 

30.8 

160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident 
population  25,000 — 50,000 
at  1951  census) 

24.3 

London  Administrative  Count\' 

24.8 

Neo-Natal  Mortality.  36  of  the  above  44  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  four 
weeks  after  birth.  The  mortality  rate,  22.2  per  1,000  registered  live  births  is 
somewhat  higher  than  the  previous  year  when  it  was  19.3.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  17.7.  The  infantile  and  neo-natal  deaths  classified  according  to  causes 
are  shown  below  ; 


Cause. 

.\sph\'xia  due  to  infantile  Convulsions 
.Asphyxia  due  to  want  of  attention  at  birth  ... 
Atelectasis 

.Welectasis  with  Prematurity  ... 


Neo- 

Infantile  Natal 
2 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 


Bilateral  lobar  pneumonia  sustained  through  exposure 
through  being  placed  on  the  tiled  floor  of  a public 
water  closet  but  in  what  circumstances  the  child  came 
to  be  so  placed  there  is  insufficient  evidence  to  show  1 1 

Bilateral  Plenral  Effusion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 


INPi\NT  MORTALITY  RATES  1683  - 1933 


ooooooo  o 

cr\r^iA 


-15,50 

-1945 

-1940 

-1935 

I 

i 

.1930 

■1925 

"1920 

•1915 
-1910 
- 1905 
-1900 

-1895 

-1690 

-.1^85 


...  -■ 
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Bon\  Abnormality  

Bronchopneumonia 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Congenital  Heart  Abnormality  

Haemolj-tic  disease  of  the  newborn  with  immaturity 
Haemorrhage 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  the  newborn 
Hydrocephalic  with  spina  bifida 

Intra  uterine  anoxia  

Sepsis  Neonatorum 

Spastic  diplegia,  congenital 

Suppurative  otitis  media 

Supraienal  haemorrhage  ...  

Prematurity 


1 

5 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

15 


] 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

15 


44 


36 


Maternal  Mortality.  One  maternal  death  was  registered  during  the  year.  The 
mortality  rate  of  .6  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  compared  with  that  of 
.76  for  England  and  Wales. 


Comparative  Statistics.  The  following  table  affords  a comparison  between 
the  statistics  of  previous  years,  so  far  as  they  are  available,  with  those  of  the  year 
under  review. 


Birtli  Hates 

Dealli 

tales 

IVriod  or  Year 

Total 

Slill- 

Oirtli' 

lllepi- 

tliiiatc 

Total 

InI'antile 

.\'eo-Xatal 

■Mateiiial 

Tober- 

eulosis 

t aJH-ei 

(per  1000 
poiiola- 
tioiij 

(per  1000 
total 
liijtli'l 

(per  lOlKJ 
total 
hirtli'l 

(per  1000 
|>opola- 
tioii) 

(per  loot) 
live 
births) 

(per  1000 
live 
l/irtlis; 

(|)er  1000 
total 
birtlis) 

(per  1000 
liopola- 
tinii) 

(per  1000 
fiopoti- 
tioo) 

I88C— 1890  

2,5.2 





15.2 

1 i4.2 

_ 



1891  — 1895  

23.!i 

— 

-- 

1.5.3 

10.S.2 



— 

— 

— 

1895—1900  

2(5. ■) 

— 

— 

1 1.4 

159.0 



— 

— 

.07 

1901—1905  

22.3 

— 

1.3 

12.0 

138.4 

— 



— 

.93 

1900—1910  

17. 1 



1.2 

12.-’ 

1 1.5.4 







.88 

1911-1915  



1.2 

M.n 

1 15.7 





.91 

1.3 

1910—1920  

12.7 

— 

1.1 

1 1.7 

S>,> 

_ 



1.0 

1.0 

1921  — 1925  

1 .■).() 

— 

1.2 

14.3 

72.:’. 

— 

G.O 

.8s 

1.7 

1920—1930  

11.' 

— 

.‘.12 

12.7 

00." 



5.7 

.70 

l.s 

1931  — 1935  

HI.:. 

.7C. 

14.2 

()2.0 



0.0 

.71 

2.0 

1930  

Hi.> 

2 

.(■.2 

1.5.0 

03.0 



4.0 

.03 

2.1 

1 937  

10.3 

00.0 

Al\ 

lO.ii 

.57.7 



:^.i 

.02 

lOSx 

IH.fi 

42.5 

.03 

1 1.0 

47." 



4.7 

..59 

2.2 

1939  

iii.r. 

1 

1 l.s 

52... *1 

— 

2.0 

.5> 

2. 1 

1940  

i).  1 

to.  t 

.0{) 

1 .5. 1 

53.0 

7.1 

.49 

1.7 

1941  

1 

20.1 

.07 

15.5 

50.  s 

— 

2.0 

.02 

2.3 

1942  

12.7 

:->(;.o 

1.2 

13.8 

08.4 

— 

4.8 

.40 

l.n 

1943  

12.:. 

30.3 

1.2 

14.,' 

02.0 

— 

.)  ” 

. 55 

.) .) 

1944  

12.^ 

33.7 

1.4 

14.3 

11.3 

— 

3.8 

. 52 

O 

1945  

i2.:> 

211. 1 

1.7 

14..' 

.37.8 



2.0 

.50 

2.3 

1040  

13.7 

•» 

1.3 

1 3..' 

37.8 

— 

2.8 

.53 

•>  . 

1 1947  

1 .".2 

27.1 

.9.' 

14.0 

42.4 

— 

2.1 

.52 

2. 1 

1948  

13.3 

29.0 

1.1 

13.8 

30.3 

— 

1.9 

.47 

*)  •) 

1949  

1 2.2 

31.4 

.«s 

1 5. 1 

25.8 

— 

1.1 

.45 

2.4 

1950  

n.:i 

7 

.73 

1.5.7 

37.8 

24.8 

1.7 

.30 

‘54 

19,51  

1 i.i 

31.7 

.SO 

IS. 2 

2.5.2 

24.7 

1.2 

.34 

2.0 

19.52  

21). 1) 

.OS 

1 5.  1 

2S.0 

19.3 

1 ■'5 

..20 

2.0 

1953  

1 l.n 

27.«' 

.')1 

14.3 

27.2 

O.T  .1 

.0 

.10 

2.5 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  full  details  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  set  out  on  page  13 
but  here  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  one  or  two  outstanding  features. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  I am  able  to  report  that  there  were  no  positive 
cases  of  diphtheria  recorded  in  the  borough.  Eight  suspected  cases  were  notified 
to  the.  department  but  pathological  examinations  excluded  the  presence  of  diphtheria 
bacilli. 

The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  shows  a reduction  on  the  ptevious 
year  but  the  total  figure  still  remains  on  the  high  side. 

There  has  been  a considerable  drop  in  the  cases  of  meas'es  but  this  was  to  be 
expected  following  the  epidemics  of  the  two  previous  years. 

Recorded  numbers  of  scarlet  fever  show  a substantial  increase  over  the  previous 
year  and  from  the  table  below  it  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  cases  over  the  past  eight  years. 

No  large  outbreaks  of  sonne  dv'sentery  occurred  during  the  year  and  onlv  30 
cases  were  recorded. 

The  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  was  considerably  higher  this  year.  67  persons 
were  notified,  of  which  44  were  confirmed  as  definite  cases,  26  paralytic  and  18 
non-parahdic. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease.  The  following  tables  give  detaills  of  (1) 
cases  of  notifiable  diseases  recorded  during  the  past  twelve  years,  and  (2)  cases 
notified  during  1^53  classified  according  to  age  groups. 


Dise.’isp 

1042 

1043 

1044 

1045 

1940 

1047 

194,s 

1049 

19,50 

1051 

1952 

1953 

ScailPt.  Fever 

4.3.') 

.■)00 

530 

210 

14^ 

MO 

200 

2s(t 

230 

224 

205 

,379 

Whooping  Cough  

513 

322 

2S0 

403 

207 

331 

320 

290 

245 

.508 

430 

Diplitheria 

1 14 

SI 

:>() 

05 

44 

44 

39 

25 

0 

— 

— 

- 

Measles 

1(140 

013 

1 .520 

715 

883 

975 

1 .5sfi 

lOSO 

008 

1 7 50 

1 733 

695 

I’neiimonia 

ISO 

09 

70 

23 

21 

21 

2M 

;3i 

10 

43 

35 

35 

Cerebro-.spinal  meningitis 

114 

IS 

12 

4 

s 

5 

13 

- 

1 

5 

0 

I’olinmyelitis 

— 

— 

- 

10 

4 

r. 

f* 

1 5 

44 

Folioeneephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

o 

— 

•> 

- 

— 

— 

Uiicephaliti.s  lethargica 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dyseiiteiy 

— 

19 

- 

— 

1 1 

1 

5:t 

33 

12 

10 

125 

30 

Ophlhalmia  Neonatorum 

11 

7 

1 

o 

25 

ir. 

1 

o 

4 

23 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

55 

50 

05 

34 

s 

31 

33 

1 1 

.)  • 

20 

53 

41 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

- 

— 

—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bnteric  Fever 

o 

7 

17 

0 

1 

Hi 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...- 

not 

re  core 

Pil  " 

44 

00 

14 

104 

Krysipelas 

34 

35 

51 

44 

40 

33 

38 

41 

20 

21 

•>o 

32 

Pemphigus 

.'10 

«s 

5 

— 

1 

1 1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

13 


.\UK  i'EKiODS 

Total 

Ad- 

mitted 

CtsEs  N 

O'llMKl) 

notitied 

to 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

Hospital 

Under 

lo 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

1.0 

& 

1 

- 

4 

\) 

14 

24 

34 

44 

04 

ovor 

Si:.nlel  Fever 

3711 

— • 

71 

2.V.) 

20 

0 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

43(1 

24 

211 

06 

136 

4 

— 

1 

•> 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Measles 

iu»r> 

20 

11) 

133 

166 

305 

22 

26 

3 

1 

— 

— 

I’neumoiiia 

35 

0 

.1 

3 

li 

0 

1 

1 

3 

-1 

G 

3 

Cerehro-spinal  ineningiti.s 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

44 

41 

•> 

o 

in 

3 

() 

0 

— 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  

Encephalitis  lethargica  

Dysentery  

3(1 

11 

1 

3 

5 

12 

.) 

1 

3 

— 

o 

1 

Ophthaimia  neonatorum  ... 

•23 

— 

2c 

Puerperal  pyrexia  

41 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

20 

3 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  

— 

Food  Poisoning 

194 

1 

o 

4 

10 

33 

s 

30 

31 

31 

52 

3 

Erysipelas  

32 

16 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

16 

9 

Pemphigus 

— 

■•■■5  cases  occurred  at  home  and  were  treated  there.  The  remaining  36  occurred  in 
either  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  or  the  Victoria  Hospital — 8 of  these  were 
transferred  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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FOOD  POISONING 


Outbreaks.  Eight 
Details  are  given  in  the 


outbreaks. of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year, 
following  table. 


Cases 

Notified 

Cases  found 
to  h.ive 
•symptomp 

CoTisumer.s 
at  I'isk 

Oraat\ismh 
or  other 
••iKent 
responsible 

Kood  involved 

22 

22 

•iO 

Not 

jisOPrtMiiirfl 

Not  definitely  ascertained.  The  22  cases  were  children 
attending  a private  preparatory  school.  The  first  case 
wius  ob.scrved  on  11.5.53  and  the  remainder  .showed 
symptoms  on  the  evening  of  13.5.53  and  early  morning 
of  14.5.53.  A cofl'ee  morning  had  been  held  on  12.5.53 
at  the  school  at  which  ali  the  scholars  (30)  and  approx. 

20  parents  and  friends  were  present.  The  only  common 
item  consumed  was  the  schooi  milk.  In  the  case  of  the 
parents,  etc.,  this  was  taken  in  eolfec.  None  of  the 
parents,  etc.  were  affected.  The  milk  was  pasteurised 
and  bottied.  Schooi  meals  arc  not  taken  at  this  school. 

indefinite 

18 

26 

Not 

ascertained 

Not  ascertained.  .No  samples  of  food  consumed  were 

available.  The  18  cases  consisted  of  14  visitors  and  4 
resident  staff  at  a boarding-house.  3 persons  who 
displ.'tyed  symptoms  had  not  consumed  any  of  the  meais 
prepared  at  the  boarding-house. 

indefinite 

18 

36 

Not. 

ascertai  ned 

Not  ascertained.  The  36  persons  at  risk  were  visitors  at 
a boarding-house,  ail  consumed  similar  meals  but  onl\ 

18  were  affected.  Faecal  specimens  from  the  food  handlers 
(5  members  of  the  householdl  proved  negative  on 
examination. 

12 

22 

.50 

salmonella 

typhimurium 

Not  ascertained.  Salm.  typhimurium  was  isolated  from 
faecal  specimens  taken  from  the  22  ascertained  cases.  8 
samples  of  suspected  food  were  examined  with  negative 
results.  Faecal  specimens  from  4 food  handlers  and  9 
contacts  proved  negative.  Of  the  22  cases  one  was 

a member  of  the  household,  aged  10  years,  at  a 
boarding-hou.se  and  21  other  were  visitors.  23  visitors 
staying  at  this  establishment  had  returned  to  their  homes 
before  specimens  could  be  obtained.  Tlie  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  the  visitors’  home  towns  were  advised  of 
the  outbreak  and  of  th”  names  and  addre.ss  of  persons 
involved.  All  affected  persons  had  consumed  a cooked 
meat,  minced  meat  and  trifle.  Specimens  of  tlie  trifle 
could  not  be  obtained.  Laboratory  Investigations  of  the 
meats  and  the  constituents  of  tlie  trifle  proved  neg.itive. 

03 

201  persons 
complained 
of  illness 

101  persons 
excretinf! 
salmonella 
bovis 

morbifieans 

1130 

salmonella 

bovis 

morbifieans 

Meat  pies.  Infecting  organism  was  isolated  from  four 
meat  pies  examined.  Approx.  1130  pies  were  sold  from 

87  shops  in  the  borough  and  tlie  consumers  at  risk 
must  be  at  least  1130.  The  bakery  where  the  pies  were 
manufactured  is  outside  the  borough.  The  origin  of 

infection  and  the  preparation  of  the  food  has  been 
investigated  by  the  Divisonal  Medical  Officer,  Lancashire 
County  No.  3 Health  Division.  This  outbreak  was  not 
confined  to  the  Blackpool  area  but  formed  part  of  a larger 
outbreak  affecting  a considerable  number  of  persons  in  the 
Lancashire  County  administrative  area  and  Preston 
County  Borough. 

4 

4 

not  known 

salmonella 

thonipson 

Chicken  sandwiches.  .Sandwiches  prepared  .at  a cafe  near 
Blackburn.  Chickens  purchased  fiom  and  cooked  by 

poultry  merchant  in  Yorkshire.  The  conditions  under 
which  the  sandwiches  were  prepared  and  tlie  chickens 
reared  and  cooked  have  been  investigated  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  Blackburn  R..D.C.  and  Division  No. 

19.  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  respectively  with  negative 
results.  Faecal  specimens  from  all  staff  concerned  simil.arlv 
proved  negative. 

O 

2 

not  known 

salmonella 

thompson 

Cliicken  sandwiches.  Details  are  the  same  .as  for  the 
previous  case,  but  sandwiches  purcliased  two  weeks  later, 
before  previous  cjiso  bad  been  fiiiiy  investigated. 

2 

2 

not  known 

salmonella 

typhimurium 

Not  asceil, lined.  .The  Iwo  ca.ses  were  variety  artistes 
appearing  in  Blackpool  and  staying  at  a local  liotel. 
Specimens  of  food  and  faeeat  specimens  from  food  liaiidlers 
proved  negative.  No  oilier  cases  were  reported  .aiiioiigsl 
!)6  oilier  persons  slaying  .at  tlie  liotel. 

Single  cases.  Five  single  cases  were  reported  during  1933.  In  all  instances  the 
infecting  organism  was  isolated  (four  cases  of  salmonella  Uphi-murium  and  one 
of  salmonella  meleagridis) . 


15 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Incidence.  During  the  year  173  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  comprising 
155  respiratory  and  18  non-respiratory  cases.  Of  these  119  (110  respiratory  and 
9 non-respiratoiy)  were  primary  notifications.  The  remaining  54  supplementary' 
notifications  were  made  up  as  follows  : 

5 from  Deaths  Keturns  from  Local  Registrars. 

2 Posthumous  Notifications. 

40  transfers  from  other  areas. 

7 from  other  sources. 


The  following  table  classifies  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  according  to  age 
groups. 


Notifications. 

Alio  IVrinils 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratoiy 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 — 

1 — 

1 

1 

3 

— 

1 

2 

•* 

3 

— 

— 

5 — 

0 

3 

— 

1 

10  — 

1 

2 

— 

— 

15  — 

0 

4 

1 

— 

20  — 

5 

9 

1 

— 

25  — 

14 

18 

1 

4 

35  — 

9 

9 

1 

3 

45  — 

10 

3 

1 

— 

55  — 

14 

5 

1 

C5  — 

12 

0 

— 

— 

75  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

8(1 

66 

7 

11 

The  following  table  which  summarises  the  notification  register,  shows  the 
number  of  patients  at  the  end  of  1952,  the  fluctuation  of  patients  during  the  year 
1953  and  the  number  remaining  at  the  end. 


Type  and 
.Sex  of  cases 

Remainiim 
on  register 
31.12.52 

Notific’ns 
(from  all 
•sourees) 

Died 

Recovered 

Transfered 

Lost  Trace 

Altered 

Diagnosis 

Remaining 
on  register 
31.12.53 

Respiratory  M 

328 

89 

22 

14 

22 



3 

356 

Tuberculosis  K 

242 

06 

9 

10 

18 

3 

2 

266 

Non-Respiratorv  M 

60 

7 

1 

6 

»> 

_ 

66 

Tuberculosis  F 

59 

11 

1 

6 

4 

— 

— 

59 

Totals  

089 

173 

33 

36 

40 

5 

5 

737 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  deaths  shown  in  the  above  table  are  the  total 
number  of  deaths  of  persons  on  the  register  and  are  not  necessarily  those  whose 
death  was  attributable  to  tuberculosis. 


Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  in  1953,  which  according  to  the  Registrar 
General  were  attributable  to  tuberculosis,  was  24.  This  includes  2 persons  who  had 
not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease. 

Chest  Clinic.  This  clinic,  administered  by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  at  the  following 
times  ; 


-Monday'  2 — 4 p.m. 
Tuesday  9 — 10  a.m. 

2 — 4 p.m. 
Wednesday  9 — 11  a.m. 
Thursday  2 — 4 p.m. 
Friday  10 — 11  a.m. 

2 — 4 p.m. 


New  adult  patients. 

Refill  clinic. 

Former  patients,  by  appointment. 
Children’s  clinic. 

Former  patients,  by  appointment. 

Refill  clinic. 

Special  review  of  patients  bv  appointment. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  Veneral  Diseases  Clinic  is  located  at  the  rear  of  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  and  sessions  are  held  at  the  following  times  : 

Males  Females 


Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 


4.45 — 6.30  p.m. 

11  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 
4.45 — 6.30  p.m. 

11  a.m.  12.30  p.m. 


Tuesday  5 — 6.30  p.m. 

Friday  11  a.m. — 12.30  p.m. 


To  bring  the  clinic  facilities  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  small  notices  have  been 
placed  in  all  the  Public  Lavatories,  Railway  Stations  and  the  larger  licensed 
premises  in  the  Borough,  stating  the  location  of  the  clinic  and  hours  of  attendance. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee  for  the  following  details  : 


Syphilis 

C.onorrhoea 

Other 

londitions 

I’dtals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Jf 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Number  of  patients  on  1st  .Tamiary,  195.3,  under 
treatment  or  ob.servation 

72 

85 

IS 

il 

23 

113 

100 

213 

Number  of  patients  removed  from  the  register 
during  any  previous  year  which  returned  during 
1953  for  treatment  or  observations  or  the  same 
condition 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
during  1953  (exciiiding  those  transferred  from 
other  Centres,  etc.) 

IS 

27 

12S 

35 

22r. 

'^3 

372 

14.5 

517 

Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
who  have  been  transferred  from  other  Centres 
(civil  or  service)  or  from  practitioners  approved 
under  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2220  

5 

0 

2 

o 

10 

.S 

IS 

Number  of  patients  suffering  from  syphilis  and 
gonorrhoea  discharged  after  completion  of  treat- 
ment and  final  test  of  cure,  or  who  were 
diagnosed  as  “ other  conditions  ’’ 

5 

8 

01 

13 

l.SO 

71 

240 

02 

338 

Nundjer  of  defaulters  and  known  deaths 

10 

17 

30 

s 

— 

1 

46 

20 

“•> 

Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  Centres 
or  Institutions  or  private  practitioners  

4 

9 

12 

7 

20 

I 

30 

17 

53 

Number  of  patients  remaining  under  treatment  or 
ob.servation  on  31st  December,  1953 

SO 

88 

40 

15 

10 

171 

122 

293 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Medical  Examinations.  All  entrants  to  the  municipal  service  in  the  borough 
are  medically  exxamined  at  the  Health  Centre  and  a certificate  of  fitness  or  otherwise 
is  forwarded  to  the  department  concerned.  Other  medical  examinations  are  carried 
out,  e.g.  to  ascertain  if  a person  should  be  retired  on  medical  grounds  because  of 
prolonged  absence  from  duty,  and  examinations  on  behalf  of  other  authorities  for 
which  a charge  is  made.  A total  of  1,214  examinations  were  carried  out  during 
1953. 


Cremations.  2,324  cremations  at  the  Blackpool  Crematorium  were  authorised 
throughout  the  year.  This  is  an  increase  of  84  on  the  previous  year. 

Light  Treatment,  Exerci.se  and  Massage.  This  service  is  available  in  full  at 
the  Municipal  Health  Centre  and  at  Bispham  Clinic.  As  yet  only  ante-natal 
exercises  are  available  at  Hawes  Side  Lane  and  La\4on  clinics. 
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Facilities  at  the  Health  Ceiitie  and  Hispham  clinics  are  available  at  the  follow- 


ing  times 

Health  Centre. 

Bispham. 

Monday 

9—11.15 

a.m. 

UVR  ante-natal  cases 

9 — 12  noon 

UVR — ante- 

11.15—12.30 

p.m. 

Miscellaneous  cases 

natal  cases 

2—  5.30 

p.m. 

UVR,  Massage  and 

and  Massage 

Exercises — toddlers 

and  Exercises 

2—  5.30 

p.m. 

Massage  and  Exercises 

— toddlers 

— schoolgirls 

2—  4.45 

p.m. 

U V R — schoolgirls 

4.45—  5.30 

p.m. 

UVR  ante-natal  cases 

Tuesday 

9—12.30 

p.m. 

Exercises — ante-natal 

9 — 12  noon 

UVR,  Massage 

cases 

and  Exercises 

2—  5.30 

p.m. 

UVR,  Massage, 

— toddlers 

exercises — school- 

boys and  toddlers 

Wednesday  9 — 10.30 

a.m. 

UVR — toddlers 

9—12  noon 

UVR  and 

10.30—12.30 

p.m. 

Massage  and  Exercises 

Exercises — 

toddlers 

ante-natal 

2—  5.30 

p.m. 

Exercises — ante-natal 

cases 

cases 

Thursday 

9—12.30 

p.m. 

UVR  ante-natal  cases 

9 — 12  noon 

UVR — ante- 

2— 5.30 

p.m. 

LIVR,  Massage  and 

natal  cases 

Exercises — toddlers 

2—  5.30 

p.m. 

Massage  and  Exercises 

— schoolgirls 

2—  4.45 

p.m. 

UVR — schoolgirl  s 

4.45—  5.30 

p.m. 

UVR  ante-natal  cases 

Friday 

2—  5.30 

p.m. 

UVR,  Massage  and 

9 — 12  noon 

UVR,  Massage 

Exercises — toddlers 

and  Exercises 

and  schoolboys 

— toddlers 

Saturday 

9—10.30 

a.m. 

UVR — toddlers 

instruction  in  ante-natal  exercises  is  given  at  Hawes  Side  Lane  clinic  on 
alternate  Tuesdays  at  9 — 10. .10  a.m.  and  on  Wednesdays  between  2 — 5.30  p.m. 
and  at  Layton  clinic  between  9 — 12.30  on  Friday  mornings. 


The  number  of  persons  treated  and  attendances  at  the  Health  Centre  and 
Bispham  clinics  are  shown  in  the  following  table  ; 


TrPatiupiit 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

Children  under 

5 years 

Schoolchildren 

Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Miscellaneous 

C'asp.s 

Attend- 

dances 

Cases 

Attemi- 

dances 

C'a.ses 

Attend- 

datice.s 

Cases 

Att  end- 
dances 

Cases 

Attend- 

danoes 

Municipal  Healtli 
Centre  Clinic 

Bisplium  Clinic 

Municipal  Healtli 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 

Centre  Clinic 

• 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

5 

c; 

s 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

5 

5 

Tn 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

1 

Municipal  Health 
Centre  Clinic 

Bispham  Clinic 

Artificial  Sunlight 

429 

01 

4514 

867 

180 

124 

1882 

1263 

709 

- 

6853 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

71 

— 

Remedial  Exerc’s 

197 

56 

854 

289 

40 

22 

417 

193 

55 

- 

402 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

175 

— 

Radiant  Heat  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

119 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

168 

— 

Massace  ... 

— 

— 

— 

41 

25 

567 

311 

— 

Kromayer 

Massage  included  in  Exercises. 
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At  Hawes  Side  Lane  clinic  and  Leyton  clinic  78  and  37  expectant  or  nursing 
mothers  attended  on  3Q4  and  202  occasions  respectively  for  remedial  and  corrective 
exercises. 

Child  Life  Protection  and  Adoption  of  Children.  An  arrangement  between  the 
Health  Committee  and  the  Children's  Committee  provides  for  the  Health  Visitors 
of  this  department  to  visit  foster  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  A consolidated 
report  on  these  visits  is  submitted  to  the  Boarding-out  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Children’s  Committee  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Visits  to  the  homes  of  persons  wishing  to  adopt  children  are  also  made  by  the 
Health  Visitors  and  reports  on  the  home  circumstances  forwarded  to  the  Children’s 
Officer.  54  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose  together  with  105  visits  to  foster 
parents. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  the  children  in  the  Residential  Nursery'  at  214, 
Whitegate  Drive  and  the  Grundy  Home  in  Stony  Hill  Avenue,  and  medical  exam- 
inations of  all  children  admitted  to  and  discharged  from  these  homes  are  carried 
out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  (Regulations)  Act,  1948.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
1953  two  dail}'  minders  providing  for  five  children  were  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority.  In  addition  one  private  nursery  with  accommodation  for  ten  children 
has  been  registered. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948-1951. 

Removal  to  hospital  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  Section  1 (3) 
of  the  National  .Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  was  invoked  on  one  occasion 
during  1953.  The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a local  general  medical 
practitioner  gave  a joint  certificate  to  support  an  application  for  the  removal  of  a 
female,  aged  81  years,  who  was  in  need  of  urgent  care' and  attention.  The  circum- 
stances necessitating  her  removal  to  hospital  were  that  she  was  suffering  from  a 
grave  chronic  disease,  was  aged,  infirm  and  physically  incapacitated,  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  unable  to  devote  to  herself  and  not  receiving  from  other 
persons,  proper  care  and  attention.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  Wesham  Park 
Hospital  on  14th  April,  1953.  On  15th  April,  1953  it  was  found  necessary  to  admit 
this  patient  to  mental  hospital  accommodation  at  the  above  mentioned  hospital  on 
an  order  made  under  Section  21  (1)  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890.  Lffifortunately,  the 
pab'ent  died  on  19th  April,  1953,  the  cause  of  death  being  given  as  senile  decay. 

Epileptics  and  Spastics.  No  special  facilities  for  epileptics  and  spastics  are 
provided  under  the  local  health  services  other  than  those  services  which  are  available 
for  the  general  community. 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Seiwices  informs  me  that  in  accordance  with  the  scheme 
for  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  handicapped  persons  made  under  Section 
29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  a register  of  such  persons  has  been  compiled 
and  at  31st  December,  1^53  there  are  fotir  adult  epileptics  and  one  adult  spastic 
included  in  the  register. 


EPILEPTICS. 

At  the  commencement  of  1953  there  were  eighteen  epileptics  maintained  in 
epileptics  colonies.  During  the  year  there  were  four  admissions  and  two  discharges 
leaving  twenty  maintained  at  31st  December. 
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Twenty-one  epileptics  of  school  age  are  known  to  the  department ; of  these, 
eighteen  are  attending  ordinary  schools,  two  at  the  Day  Special  School  in  Blackpool 
and  one  at  a Residential  Special  School. 

In  addition,  there  are  4 epileptics  of  pre-school  age  who  are  kept  under 
observation  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  their  routine  visits. 

SPASTICS. 

Of  the  fifteen  spastics  of  school  age  known  to  the  department,  seven  are  attend- 
ing ordinary  schools,  two  the  Day  Special  School  and  five  at  .i  Residential  School 
foi  physicall}'  handicapped  children.  The  remaining  child  is  not  yet  suitable  to 
attend  at  any  school  and  is  receiving  home  visits  from  the  speech  therapist. 

Ten  spastics  of  pre-school  age  are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Health  Visitors 
of  the  department. 

Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons.  The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs 
me  that  at  31st  December,  1954  there  are  359  registered  blind  and  partially  sighted 
persons  wathin  the  Borough. 

Two  partially  sighted  children  are  attending  Residential  Schools,  five  are  at 
Primary  and  Secondary  schools  and  are  given  special  supervision,  and  there  is  one 
at  home  not  at  present  receiving  any  tuition. 

Two  blind  children  are  at  present  awaiting  admission  to  a Special  School. 

Five  blind  or  partially  sighted  children  of  pre-school  age  known  to  the  depart- 
ment and  kept  under  observation  during  the  routine  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


(i)  Number  of  cases  registered  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  whicli  para. 

7 (c)  of  Forms  B.D.8  recommends  : 

Blind  Persons 

Cause  of 

Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

others 

(a)  No  treatment 

5 

2 

— 

20 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical  or 
optical) 

Partially  Sighted 

3 

4 

— 

5 

(c)  No  treatment 

3 

1 

— 

12 

(d)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical  or 
optical) 

1 

2 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (b)  and  (d) 
above  whicli  on  follow-up  action 
tiave  received  treatment. 

Blind  Persons 

1 

4 



5 

Partially  Sighted 

2 

1 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ...  ...  23 

fii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : 

(a)  Vision  lost — 

(b)  Vision  impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  
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REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES 

During  the  year  one  nursing  home,  The  Convent  of  Our  Lady  ot  Wisdom,  had 
the  registration  amended,  following  structural  alterations,  to  allow  for  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  beds  from  23  to  57.  Similarly  the  Ascot  Nursing  Home  increased 
its  complement  of  beds  from  12  to  14.  “ Rocklands  ” a home  for  old  persons 

registered  with  the  Welfare  Authority  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
was  re-registered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  a Nursing  Home.  Details 
of  the  registered  nursing  homes  in  the  borough  are  given  in  the  table  below  : 


Address 

Re 

Alaternity 

Is 

Otlier 

Central  Nursing  Home.  230.  Hornby  Road.  Blaekpool  

— 

12 

Suiuiyside  Nursing  Home,  A20,  Lytham  Road,  Blackpool 

— 

4 

Clovpi'ley  Nursing  Home,  ICO,  Reads  Avenue,  Blaekpool 

0 

4 

Convent  ot  Our  Lady  of  Wisdom,  575,  Lytliam  Road,  Blaekpool 

57 

Glenfell  Nursing  Home,  308,  St.  Annes  Hoad,  Blaekpool 

— 

o 

A.scot  Nursing  Home,  13,  Luton  Road,  Blackpool 

— 

14 

Rocklands  Nursing  Home.  49,  Bryan  Road,  Blackpool 

— 

14 

TOTAL 

G 

107 

MIDWIVES  ACTS,  1902-1951 

Inspection  of  Registered  Midwives.  The  number  of  midwives  in  private 
practice  in  the  borough  as  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  eight,  four  of  whom  were 
employed  in  nursing  homes.  Those  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  are  visited 
periodically  by  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  who  is  the  Non-Medical 
Supervisor  of  Mid  wives,  and  bags,  appliances  and  registers  are  inspected.  21  such 
visits  were  carried  out  in  1953.  The  midwives  employed  in  nursing  homes  are  seen 
at  the  routine  inspection  of  these  establishments. 


Medical  Aid — Section  14  (1),  Midwives  Act,  1951.  Medical  Aid  was  summoned 
by  midwives  in  167  instances,  in  21  cases  of  which  the  medical  practitioner  had 
arranged  to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  seiwices  under  the  National 
Health  Service.  It  was  not  found  necessars’  to  summon  aid  for  any  institutional 
patients. 


Administration  of  Analgesics.  Twenty-nine  midwives  in  practice  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  qualified  to  administer  analgesia  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Of  these,  twenty-two  are 
in  hospitals  in  the  National  Health  Service  and  two  in  private  practice. 
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The  reinaiiiiiig  five  are  local  authority  midwives  and  each  has  in  her  possession 
a Minnitt  Gas  and  Air  machine,  Pethedine  Hydrochloride  is  also  provided  for 
iheir  district  cases,  Instruction  in  the  use  of  the  gas  and  air  machine  is  given  to 
the  expectant  mothers,  by  the  rfiidwives,  when  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics. 
During  the  year  gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  in  236  and  Pethedine  in 
2U8  cases.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  table  below  : 


. .ft 

‘ 

Receivi-d  relief 

Received  a fair 
amount  of  relief 

lieceived  ho  relief 

I'rinia- 

graviila 

Multi- 

gravida 

I'rima- 

gravida 

Multi- 

gravida 

Priina- 

gravida 

Multi- 

gravida 

Received  Ante-Natal  in- 
gtruction  ii  the  use  of 
Gas  and  Air  Analcesia 

Ves 

137 

— 

11 

■ — 

1 

No 

-1 

■ 7)7^ 

4 

— 

• : .- 

.attended  for  .'\nte-Xatal 
ICxerei.-ies 

Yes 

57 

— 

5 

— 

— 

No 

],■< 

137 

— 

10 

— 

1 

Pethedine  .\dniinislered 

Yes 

24 

170 

— ■ 

14 

— 

— 

No 

2 

24 

1 

— 

1 

Stage  of  Labour  at  which 
.fLnaIge.sia  commenced 

1st 

21 

15!) 

— 

13 

— 

1 

2nd 

2 

35 

— 

.1 

— 

— 

3rd 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-• 
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CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 

UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE. 


Clinics.  The  following  clinic  centres  were  operating  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
of  the  year  under  review  ; 

Municipal  Health  Centre,  Whitegate  Drive,  Blackpool. 

Bispham  Clinic,  junction  of  Bispham  Road  and  Devonshire  Road,  Blackpcx)!. 
Layton  Clinic,  St.  Walburgas  Road,  Blackpool. 

South  Shore  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane,  Blackpool. 

1 referred  in  my  last  report  to  the  Post  Natal  clinic  sessions  at  Bispham,  Layton 
and  South  Shore  which  it  was  proposed  to  hold  ever\^  three  weeks  in  rotation. 

These  sessions  did,  in  fact,  commence  on  the  following  dates  : 

Bispham  Clinic — 25th  Januar\^  1953. 

Layton  Clinic — 29th  January,  1953. 

South  Shore  Clinic — 5th  February,  1953. 


A midwife’s  session  of  the  ante-natal  clinic  at  Bispham  has  recently  been 
instituted,  on  24th  November,  and  will  be  held  weekly.  Attendances  at  the  five 
sessions  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  appear  to  justify  the  new  session. 


At  the  €*nd  of  the  year  the  following  clinic  sessions  were  held  : 


Monday 

9.30 

a.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

Tuesday 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

Wednesday 

9.00 

a.m. 

9.00 

a.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

Thursday 

9.30 

a.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

Friday 

9.00 

to 

10.00  a.m 

9.30 

a.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

2.00 

p.m. 

Ante-Natal  (Special)  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

(cases  referred  from  ante-natal  clinics  by  Doctors) . 
Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

^Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane. 

•^Tnfant  Welfare  Clinic,  Bispham. 

"‘'Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  (Midwife’s  Session) . 

'''Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane. 

'•'Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

'Mnfant  Welfare  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane. 

'Hnfant  Welfare  Clinic,  Layton. 

'‘'Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Bispham. 

Post-Natal  Clinic — every  third  Thursday  at  Bispham. 
Layton  and  South  Shore  Clinics  in  rotation. 
'‘'Post-Natal  Clinic.  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

'‘'Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  Municipal  Health  Centre. 
'‘'Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Layton. 

.'\nte-Natal  (Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital)  Booking 
Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre. 

.Ante-Natal  (Special)  Clinic,  Municipal  Health  Centre 
(cases  referred  from  ante-natal  clinics  by  doctors). 
'‘'Ante-Natal  Clinic,  Hawes  Side  Lane. 

'■'Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  Bispham. 


At  the  clinic  sessions  marked  with  an  asterisk  Welfare  foods  supplied  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  and  proprietary  brands  of  baby  foods,  dried  milk  and  cereals 
can  be  obtained. 
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Ante-Natal  Services.  Nine  ante-natal  sessions  are  held  weekly.  One  session, 
held  at  Bispham  clinic,  is  conducted  by  the  district  midwife  and  provides  ante-natal 
care  for  the  midwife’s  domiciliary^  cases.  At  the  other  sessions  care  is  provided 
for  : 

(a)  Mothers  to  be  confined  at  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  (60  beds) . 

(b)  Domiciliary  midwifery  cases 

(c)  Occasional  private  nursing  home  cases. 

(d)  Domiciliary  maternity  cases  where  the  doctor  concerned  wishes  the 
patient  to  attend. 

A doctor,  two  health  visitors,  a midwife  and  a pupil  midwife  (when  district 
duties  permit)  and  a clerk  are  present  at  each  session.  A food  office  representative 
attends  at  each  session  to  distribute  the  various  forms  of  welfare  foods.  Proprietary 
brands  of  dried  milks,  strained  foods,  baby  cereals  and  vitamin  tablets  are  available 
at  cost  price,  although  they  are  supplied  free  of  charge  or  at  less  than  cost  price 
where  there  is  financial  hardship. 

.All  patients  receive  regular  medical  and  obstetrical  supervision,  including 
routine  blood  pressure  readings,  urine  testing,  and  weighing.  At  the  first  visit  to 
the  clinic  a sample  of  blood  is  taken  for  grouping,  examination  for  Rhesus  factor 
and  haemoglobin  estimation.  Where  the  expectant  mother  is  foimd  to  be  rhesus 
negative  a further  sample  of  blood  is  taken  at  the  36th  week  of  pregnancy.  Repeat 
haemoglobin  estimations,  to  determine  response  to  treatment,  are  done  where 
required.  1,482  samples  of  blood  were  sent  for  examination  throughout  the  year. 

Instruction  in  the  use  of  the  gas  and  air  machine  is  given  at  the  clinics.  A 
layette  and  doll  is  available  for  demonstration  proposes,  and,  to  assist  with  lectures 
to  the  expectant  mothers,  there  is  a film  strip  projector  and  suitable  films. 

Two  special  sessions  of  the  clinic  are  held  weekly  at  the  Health  Centre  for 
those  expectant  mothers  who  complain  of  abnormal  discharges.  A number  of  cases 
are  also  referred  from  the  routine  post-natal  clinics.  The  infecting  organism  is 
investigated  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  Pathological  Laboratory  and  treatment  is 
carried  out  as  indicated. 

Attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  (including  the  two  special  sessions)  during 
the  year  were  as  follows  : 


Municipal 
Heal  til 
Centre 

Bistdiam 

I l a WPS 
8u1p 

t.ayton 

1 Otill 

Virst  visits  

5.51; 

‘_>OP 

3.31 

107 

1238 

Total  visits 

r.824 

I(i4(' 

2536 

1320 

10740 

Number  of  women  who  attended 
during  the  year 

721 

273 

430 

227 

1054 

Number  of  clinic  sessions  per 
week 

4 

2 

2 

0 

By  arrangement  with  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee 
a special  ante-natal  booking  clinic  for  those  expectant  mothers  who  wish  to  have 
their  confinement  in  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  on  Friday  mornings  each  week.  The  clinic  is  conducted  by  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician.  Apart  from  the  hospital  nursing  staff  present,  one  health  visitor  and 
clerical  assistance  is  provided  by  the  health  department.  .As  a general  practice  all 
first  confinements  are  booked  but  other  cases  are  assessed  as  to  their  medical  and 
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obstetrical  needs.  Those  considered  suitable  for  home  confinement  are  referred 
■to  this  department  and  are  visited  by  the  district  midwife,  who,  if  she  feels  the  home 
conditions  are  satisfactory,  books  the  case.  Where  the  home  conditions  are  not 
suitable  a report  to  that  effect  is  forwarded  to  the  maternity  hospital  and  the  patient 
is  allocated  a bed  in  the  hospital.  During  the  year  34d  cases  were  investigated. 

Post-Natal  Services.  Post-Natal  clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  and  once  every  three  weeks  at  Bispham,  Layton  and  South  Shore  Centres. 
The  mother’s  general  health  is  assessed,  taking  into  account  her  health  prior  to 
confinement  and  the  type  of  delivery  she  has  had.  Any  abnormality  found  is 
either  treated  or  referred  to  the  Consultant  Gynaecologist  if  necessary.  716  cases 
attended  during  the  year,  of  which  702  were  new  patients,  and  in  all,  1,047  attend- 
ances were  made.  A doctor,  midwife  and  a clerk  are  in  attendance  at  each  clinic. 

Child  Welfare  Services.  Seven  sessions  of  the  Infant  Welfare  clinic  are  held 
each  week.  At  each  session  of  the  clinic  a doctor,  two  health  visitors,  a midwife 
and  a pupil  midwife  (if  district  duties  permit)  and  two  clerks  are  present.  Various 
proprietary  brands  of  dried  milks,  strained  foods,  baby  cereals  and  vitamin  pre- 
parations are  on  Sale,  by  this  department.  These  items  may  be  supplied  at  less 
than  cost  price  or  free  of  charge  on  grounds  of  financial  hardship.  A representa- 
tive from  the  local  Food  Office  also  attends  to  issue  National  Dried  Milk,  Orange 
Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  Tablets. 


The  child's  progress  and  development,  both  physically  and  mentally,  is 
observed  ; advice  on  the  general  care  and  feeding  is  given.  Where  necessary,  the 
child  is  referred  to  the  Consultant  Pediatrician  at  the  Victoria  Hospital. 


The  attendances  at  the  various  centres  during  the  year  are  shown  below  : 


Municipal 

Healtli 

Centre 

Bispliain 

ITawes 

side 

Layton 

Total 

Children  under  1 year  : 

First  visits 

178 

2^7 

378 

191 

13.34 

Total  visits  

6250 

3^93 

:t4(ni 

3107 

1SG50  , 

Children  1- — 5 years  ; 

Total  visits  

1798 

2261 

1S17 

7i^8 

0064 

No.  of  children  who  attended  durinfi  the 
year  and  who  were  born  in  : 

1953  

443 

239 

3 IS 

163 

1163 

195^1  

312 

236 

315 

1 05 

1028 

1951-4S 

333 

425 

296 

139 

1193 

Number  of  sessions  per  week 

o 

O 

O 

1 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  Where  the  baby  has  been  born  in  Hospital  or 
Nursing  Home  the  parents’  residence  is  visited  by  a Health  Visitor  prior  to  discharge 
1o  ensure  that  the  conditions  to  which  the  baby  will  return  are  satisfactorw  By 
arrangement  with  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  the  Health  Visitor  ma\‘ 
visit  the  mother  in  hospital  and,  where  home  conditions  are  unsatisfacton'. 
recommend  that  the  baby  be  detained  for  a longer  period  than  usual.  Premature 
births  at  home  are  reported  by  the  district  midwife  to  the  Superintendent  Nursing 
Officer  who  visits  the  home  if  considered  desirable.  Each  district  midwife  is 
supplied  with  a hot  water  bottle  and  covers,  gamgee  hoods,  Belcroy  feeders  and 
wall  thermometers  for  issue  on  loan  in  these  cases.  Cots  and  blankets  are  also 
available  from  this  department  for  district  cases  and,  if  still  required,  when  the 
baby  has  been  discharged  fiom  hospital. 
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Details  of  premature  births  in  the  borough,  after  adjustment  for  transferred 
notifications,  are  given  in  the  following  table  which  also  shows  the  number  of 


premature  stillbirths  registered. 

(i)  Premature  infants  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  premature  live  births  ...  ...  ...  126 

(b)  No.  of  premature  live  births  at  home  ...  ...  ...  16 

(c)  No.  of  premature  live  births  in  private  nursing  homes  ...  1 

(d)  No.  of  premature  live  births  in  hospitals  ...  ...  109 

(ii)  Premature  stillbirths  : 

(a)  Total  number  of  premature  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  No.  of  premature  stillbirths  at  home  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  No.  of  premature  stillbirths  in  private  nursing  home  ...  Nil 

(d)  No.  of  pi'emature  .stillbirths  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  24 
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PREMATURE 

STILL-BIRTHS 

Born 

in 

nuis- 

ing 

home 

1 

1 

i 

1 

, 

Bom 

at 

home 

1 

1 

1 j 

Born 

in 

hos- 

pital 

- 

<r: 

'If 

24 

PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

a > x >. 

S .C  M « 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 

birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and  nursed 
entirely  there 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

day.s 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

I 

- 

- 

Born  at  home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

w 

1 

1 

S'! 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
hi  rth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

ea 

1 

1 

Born  at  home 
and  nursed 
entirely  at  home 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

- 

1 

f. 

O 

Died 

witlrin 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

- 

OC 

10 

CQ 

•4^ 

‘fl. 

8 

W 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

- 

M 

M 

iC 

cc 

05 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

lO 

1 

C: 

C 

o 

Total 

_j 

00 

•M 

l'- 

109 

Weight  at 

birth 

3 lb.  4 oz.  or  less 

Over  3 lb.  4 oz.  up 
to  and  including 
4 lb.  6 oz. 

Over  4 lb.  6 oz.  up 
to  and  including 
4 lb.  15  oz. 

Over  4 lb.  15  oz. 
up  to  and 
including 

5 lb.  8 oz. 

Totals 

Ante-Natal  and  Relaxation  Exercises.  Classes  for  these  exercises  are  now 
held  at  each  of  the  four  clinic  centres.  The  attendances  are  good  and  appear  to 
justify  the  extension  of  the  facilities  to  all  the  centres.  Details  of  attendances  are 
given  in  the  table  on  page  17  of  this  report. 

Day  Nurseries.  As  indicated  in  my  previous  annual  report  the  attendances  at 
the  two  day  nurseries  were  still  diminishing  in  1952  and  Ministry  of  Health  approval 
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lo  tlu‘  closure  ol  the  Claremont  Park  nursery’  was  being  sought.  This  approval  was 
granted  and  the  nursery  in  question  closed  on  28th  March,  195.3.  The  policy  of  the 
Council  is  that  unless  there  are  exceptional  circumstances  only  the  under-mentioned 
priority  classes  should  be  able  to  place  their  child  in  the  nursery. 

(i)  Unmarried  mothers. 

(ii)  Widows. 

(iii)  Mothers  not  living  with,  or  supported  by  their  husbands  and  not  in 
receipt  of  a separation,  or  similar,  allowance. 

(iv)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  incapacitated  by  reason  of  ill-health  or 
are  themselves  similarly  incapacitated. 

(\’)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  serving  in  H.M.  Forces. 

A charge  is  made  for  this  service,  varying  from  1/-  to  6/-  per  day,  Monday 
to  Friday,  and  9d.  to  3/-  on  Saturdays,  and  this  is  based  on  the  applicant’s  income. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  position  in  the  remaining  nursery  at  Caunce 
Street  as  at  31st  December,  1953. 

Under  2 years  2 — 5 years 

Number  of  approved  places  ...  ...  20  30 

Number  of  children  on  the  register  ...  5 29 

.Average  daily  attendance  during  the  year  9 20 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes.  .An  annual  grant  is  made  by  this  Authority  to  the 
Fylde  House  of  Help  and  the  Lancaster  Diocesan  Protection  and  Rescue  Society  ; 
the  former  association  arranges  accommodation  for  the  unmarried  mother  to  have 
her  confinement  and  the  latter  maintains  a home  for  such  cases.  Maintenance  fees 
incurred  in  respect  of  Blackpool  cases  are  also  met.  Six  women  for  whom  this 
Authority  was  responsible  were  admitted  to  accom.inodation  secured  by  the  above 
organisations  during  the  year. 

Illegitimate  Children.  The  major  part  of  the  social  work  in  Blackpool  in  this 
sphere  is  carried  on  by  the  Fylde  House  of  Help,  the  Lancaster  Diocesan  Protection 
and  Rescue  Society,  and  the  Health  Visitors  of  this  department.  Where  the 
question  of  adoption  arises  the  Children’s  Officer  is  affected  and  in  certain  cases 
the  Probation  Officer  is  also  concerned.  It  is  felt  that  all  aspects  of  this  branch 
of  our  social  services  is  adequately  covered  by  the  activities  of  the  above  organisa- 
tions and  individuals  and  a Social  Worker  has  not  been  appointed  to  the  department 
for  this  work. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

Five  midwives  are  emplo\^ed  in  this  department  for  attendance  on  those 
expectant  mothers  who  are  to  have  their  confinement  at  home.  During  the  year 
they  attended  362  cases.  This  is  a decrease  of  9 on  the  previous  year. 

Details  of  confinements  where  gas  and  air  and/or  pethedine  was  administered 
are  given  in  the  table  on  page  21. 

Ante-  natal  supervision  is  given  at  the  patient’s  home  and  also  at  the  ante-natal 
clinics.  The  midwife  attends  at  sessions  of  the  clinic  covering  her  district  and  is 
present  when  the  medical  officer  carries  out  an  examination.  Maternity  packs  may 
be  obtained  on  application  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  any  time  after  the  seventh 
month  of  pregnancy. 

The  patient’s  general  practitioner  is  notified  by  the  midwife  when  the  case 
is  booked  for  home  confinement.  Medical  aid,  if  required,  is  provided  by  the 
patient’s  own  doctor  if  he  is  undertaking  maternity  medical  services,  or  if  not.  from 
a general  practitioner  obstetrician. 
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All  five  midwives  are  approved  as  teachers  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 
Pupils  are  taken  from  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital,  a Part  11  Training  School  for 
District  Training,  and  reside  at  the  midwives’  homes. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  twelve  nurses  were  employed  on  Health 
Visiting  duties. 

Eight  nurses  are  employed  mainly  on  maternity  and  child  welfare  work.  This 
includes  : 

(a)  Routine  home  visiting  of  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  5 years. 

(b)  Special  visits  to  problem  cases. 

(c)  Supervision  of  certain  cases  for  the  Children’s  Department. 

(d)  Attendance  at  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics. 

A certain  amount  of  visitation  of  old  people  is  carried  out  when  requested. 
Usually  this  is  on  behalf  of  the  hospital  authorities  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
necessity  and  suitability  for  admission  to  hospital. 

Normally  two  health  visitors  are  seconded  to  infectious  disease  duties.  They 
also  staff  immunisation  and  vaccination  sessions  and  attend  at  medical  examinations 
of  Corporation  employees.  However,  one  of  these  nurses  retired  during  the  year 
and  has  not  yet  been  replaced. 

Three  visitors  are  employed  solely  on  tuberculosis  duties.  Apart  from  home 
visits  to  tuberculous  patients,  contacts  of  known  cases,  and  persons  under  observa- 
tion at  the  chest  clinic,  they  attend  the  various  sessions  of  the  local  chest  clinic. 
This  latter  function  is  by  arrangement  between  the  local  health  authority  and  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  provides  a useful  link  between  the  services  of  the 
two  authorities. 


The  following  visits  were  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  1953  : 


Number 

of 

cluldreii 
under 
years  of 
line  visitetl 
duriiiK 
year 

Expectant 

mothers 

Niirsini,;' 

mothers 

Children 
under  1 
year  of  a«e 

Children 
aste  1 
and 
under 

2 years 

Children 
line  2 
but 
under 

5 years 

Tuberculous 

oa.ses 

Cases  of 
infectious 
• li.seases 

t Mlier 
lases 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

First 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

Total 

visits 

I'otal 

visits 

0489 

230 

374 

05 

103 

1.577 

0035 

3777 

72j^7 

4084 

2780 

07(1 

“ Other  Cases  ” in  the  above  table  includes  visits  to  stillbirths  ; visits  to  prepare 
reports  on  infant  deaths  ; visits  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  contacts  of 
tuberculous  patients,  patients  under  observation  at  the  local  chest  clinic  ; visits  on 
behalf  of  the  Children’s  Department,  and  visits  to  old  people  re  proposed  admission 
to  chronic  sick  accommodation  at  local  hospitals. 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Fifteen  district  nurses  are  engaged  in  this  service.  Of  these,  five  have  had 
district  training  by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing. 

All  requests  for  this  service  come  from  either  the  hospitals  or  local  general 
medical  practitioners.  Co-operation  with  these  two  branches  of  the  National  Health 
Service  is  good.  Considerable  use  is  made  of  the  service,  particularly  b\-  the  local 
doctors,  but  the  amount  of  assistance  that  can  be  given  is  limited  by  shortage  of 
staff. 
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1 had  hoped  that  the  staff  would  be  increased  during  the  year  to  about  twenty  - 
five.  Unfortunately,  this  had  not  been  possible,  and  a number  of  improvements 
to  the  seiwice,  such  as  evening  visits  and  an  increase  of  time  allotted  to  each 
patient,  have  been  deferred  to  some  time  in  the  future. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  work  ol  the  service  during  the  year  ; 


.\na  lysis 

of  Ciuses 

— 

Visits  to  all  Cases 

1 

5 

iS.'i 

OVfM  (if) 

-Potal 

rndci  5 

5 — 05 

Over  05 

Total 

Tuhcrculosis  ; 

(n)  N’lirsiiii;  C:ii'i' 

(b)  ''tieptomyciii 

— 

4S 

( 

55 

— 

108 

1084 

1 1 

171 

179 

1255 

Caiiwr 

— 

4r> 

70 

115 

1 .522 

1781 

3303 

Heart 

— 

4(1 

103 

143 

— 

750 

2337 

3093 

Diiihetic 

— 

32 

OC 

98 



724 

4214 

4938 

Other  Medical  

:t0 

477 

.572 

1079 

120 

8103 

9108 

17337 

Other  Surgical  

O 

I2.'> 

137 

204 

12 

2370 

3.504 

5952 

Infei'timis  Diseases  ... 

— 

1 

1 

2 

- 

O 

5 

7 

Maternal  Complications 

— 

-■ 

— 

5 

— 

37 

— 

37 

Chronic 

— 

31 

258 

289 

1740 

9220 

10972 

Others  

— 

7 

1 

s 

L -j 

32 

29 

01 

TOTALS  

32 

81 1 

1215 

2058 

138 

10550 

30440 

47134 

In  a holiday  resort  such  as  Blackpool,  naturally  there  is  a demand  for  nursing 
attention  for  visitors.  In  many  instances,  particularly  where  insulin  injections  are 
required,  the  patient,  the  patient’s  doctor  or  the  home  nursing  service  of  the  patient’s 
home  town  communicates  with  this  department  and  arranges  for  the  required 


The  following  cases 

amongst  visitors  were  treated  during  1953  : 

Surgical  dressings 

12 

General  nursing  care 

16 

Enema 

17 

Penicillin  injections 

5 

Insulin  injections 

63 

Other  injections 

55 

The  number  of  visits  involved  was  892 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  seiwice  provided  by  this  Authority  whilst  under  the  overall 
supeiwision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  run  directly  by  the  Health 
Department.  The  service  is  in  two  separate  sections.  Firstly,  there  is  the  local 
authority-  service  maintained  b_v  the  municipal  transport  department  which  deals 
w'ith  non-infectious  cases,  accidents  and  maternitv-  cases,  and  secondly,  the  agency- 
service  run  under  contract  by  the  Invalid  Transport  Service,  which  handles  all 
infectious  cases  and  out-of-town  journeys. 

Requests  for  ambulance  and  sitting-case  car  transport,  apart  from  accident 
and  emergency  maternity^  calls,  are  received  at  the  Health  Department  and  directed 
to  the  appropriate  ambulance  service.  All  requests,  except  the  accidents  and  the 
emergency-  cases,  are  carefully^  scrutinised  to  prevent  any-  abuse  of  the  sei*vice. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  work  of  the  ambulance  service  during  the 
year  1^33. 


No.  of  operational  staff  (Station  Officers,  drivers  and  attendants) 

at  31st  December,  1953  : 

(a)  Paid  

(b)  Voluntarj-  

1 Total  Mileage i 

No.  of  jouniey.s  by  vehicles  : 

(a)  Patient  carrying  journeys  

(b)  Abortive  and  service  journeys 

(c)  Journeys  for  tran.sporting  analgesic  apparatus,  midwives. 

etc.  

Total  

No.  of  patients  carried  : 

(a)  Accident  or  emergency  ... 

(b)  Others  

Total  

1 No.  of  vehicles  fitted  with  wireless  31st  December,  1953  

1 No.  of  operational  vehicles  on  establishment  31st  December,  1953  i 

1 1 

74163 

! 

11829 

180 

414 

1 12423 

2330 

24452 

26782 

1 

o 

.Vinbulances 

Directly 

provided  service 

1 1 

1 

M II 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

8ittiiig-ca.se  cars 
up  to  4-sPater 

1 1 

8312 

379 

379 

4909 

4909 

1 

- 

Sitting-case  cars 
over  4 -sea ter 

1 

^5^ 

hO 

UI 

12208 

ISO 

414 

12802 

2330 

29361 

31691 

1 

Total 

1 1 

o 

o 

CO 

Cn 

3018 

54 

3072 

3739 

3739 

1 

o 

.\mbnlances 

> 

3 

■< 

CA 

ro 

< 

*5 

1 1 

23653 

364 

364 

402 

402 

1 

w 

sitliiig-case  car;, 
up  to  4-seater 

1 1 

1 

M II 

1 1 i 

1 

.Sitting-case  cars 
over  4-spatpr 

126638 

1 

3382 

54 

3436 

4141 

4141 

1 

Tot  ill 

1 1 

1 

II  II 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

.-\mbu  lances 

1 

Supplemental^  servii-p 
(incl.  tiospital  car  service). 

I 

1 1 

1 

II  II 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

Sitting-case  c-iis 
lip  to  4-seater 

1 1 

7370 

169 

2 

171 

55i 

1 

1 

Sitting-case  curs 
over  4-seatPr 

1 1 

7370 

169 

2 

171 

W W 1 

1 

I 

Total 

1 1 

1 

II  II 

--I 

1 

1 

Transported  by  rail 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  each  week  a vaccination  session  for  both  children  and 
adults  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre.  A considerable  number  of  adults 
are  vaccinated  ; with  practically  no  exceptions  they  are  emigrants  or  tourists  comply- 
ing with  regulations  imposed  by  the  country  to  which  they  are  proceeding.  Appoint- 
ments are  arranged  either  by  application  by  the  individual  to  the  Health  Centre 
or  in  the  case  of  infants  through  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  Health  Visitors 
impress  on  the  mothers  both  during  home  visiting  and  at  infant  welfare  clinics  the 
desirability  of  having  their  children  vaccinated,  preferably  at  the  age  of  four  months. 

Similarly,  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation  is  available.  The 
efforts  of  the  Health  Visitors,  particularly  with  regard  to  diphtheria  immunisation, 
are  supplemented  by  suitable  display  material  provided  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  which  draws  attention  to  the  risks  involved  if  a child  is  not 
immunised.  Both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation  are  offered  from 
the  age  of  six  months.  The  majority  of  children  immunised  are  given  the  combined 
diphtheria/pertussis  antigen.  Parents  are  also  advised  that  children  should  have  a 
re-inforcing  injection  prior  to,  or  as  soon  as  possible  after,  commencing  school. 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  and  imiiumised 
during  the  year  : 


Age  at  date  of 
vacei  nation 

Under  1 

! 

2 to  4 

S to  14 

15  Gl- 
over 

Total 

No.  vaccinated  .. 

420 

37 

40 

lOf) 

187 

798 

Nt).  re-vaccinal(‘d 

1 

21 

5fi 

47G 

554 

Age  at 

date  of  final 
or  of  re-inforci 

injccti 
ng  inje 

on  (as  regards 
jtion  (as  regarr 

(a)  and  (b)) 

Js  (b)) 

Under 

1 

1 

O 

3 

4 

5 to 

9 

10  to 
14 

Total 

C 

a 

.2 

Z 

5 

(a)  Number  of  children  who  comp- 
leted a full  course  of  primary- 
immunisation  (including  tempor- 
ary residents)  during  the  year 

.522 

:i7!l 

49 

•>o 

370 

72 

1402 

(b)  Number  of  children  who  received 
a secondary  (reinforcing)  injec- 
tion (i.e.  subsequently  to 
primary  immunisation  at  an 
earlier  age)  during  the  year 

— 

r> 

5 

2 

03 

L ___ 

1347 

642 

2094 

■§_ 

§.2 

ui 

s 2 

'E  2 

§i 

JS  “ 

(c)  Number  ol  children  who 
completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  (including  tempor- 
ary residents)  during  the  year 

463 

313 

34 

Ih 

, 

15  11 

H54 

Of  the  total  injections  shown  at  (a)  and  (b)  in  the  above  table,  924  and  1929 
injections  respectively  were  gi\’en  at  sessions  conducted  by  the  school  medical  service. 
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Tuberculosis.  On  page  10  of  this  report  I have  already  drawn  attention  to 
the  improvement  in  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  compared  with  the  previous  year  : 
.ind  with  the  rate  for  the  country^  as  a whole.  As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
graph  set  out  opposite,  the  improvement  does  not  extend  to  the  same  degree  to  the 
primary  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  I have  excluded  notifications  of 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis  from  this  graph  as  I do  not  feel  that  the  apparent 
decrease  in  notifications  is  in  fact  a real  improvement,  but  rather  that  cases  are 
not  being  notified.  So  far  as  respiratory  tuberculosis  is  concerned  the  position, 
briefly,  is  as  follows — the  number  of  new  cases  coming  forward  each  year  is  roughly 
the  same  but  with  the  aid  of  new  and  improved  methods  of  treatm.ent  affected 
persons  are  either  being  cured  in  increasing  numbers  or  living  longer.  Whilst  from 
a clinical  aspect  this  is  very  satisfactory  at  the  same  time  the  position  from  a public 
health  point  of  view  could  be  aggravated  by  having  an  increased  number  of 
potential  sources  of  infection  at  large.  The  answer  to  this  problem  is  manifold  ; 
better  housing  and  nutritional  standards  are  required,  and  an  increased  use  made 
of  x-ray  facilities  and  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Nutritional  standards  have,  generally, 
improved  considerably  since  before  the  1939-45  war  but  there  is  much  room  for 
improvement  in  housing  standards.  In  recent  years  re-housing  difficulties  have 
become  eased  and  when  the  local  housing  department  is  considering  applications  | 
for  municipal  tenancies  additional  “ w'eighting  ” is  given  by  tne  Public  Health  ' 
Department  should  there  be  a tuberculous  member  of  the  applicant’s  family.  ] 
-Adequate  x-ray  facilities  are  available  at  the  local  Chest  Clinic  and  all  children  ■ 
and  3’oung  persons  who  are  known  contacts  of  a case  of  tuberculosis  and  who  have  ^ 
not  had  a primary  infection  are  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination.  During  the  year  the  | 
following  contacts  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination.  l; 


Under 

Over  2 years 
and  under 

Over  5 years 
and  under 

Over 

, 2 years 

5 years 

15  years 

15  years 

T Ota! 

41 

23 

39 

2 

105 

Contacts  are  also  kept  under  observation  and  offered  periodical  x-rays  to 
ensure  that  if  infection  has  spread  it  is  detected  in  the  early  stages  w'hen  there  is 
more  chance  of  the  patient  recovering  after  treatment.  The  following  details  of 
contacts  examined  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  notified  cases  of  tuberculo.sis  and  numbers 
of  contacts  who  subsequently  were  notified  as  tuberculous  are  of  interest. 

Year 

New 

contacts 

examined 

Total 

examinations 
of  contacts 

Notified 

cases 

Contacts 
subsequently 
. notified  as 
tuberculous 

1953 

435 

766 

173 

14 

- 1952 

480 

1001 

173 

8 

1951 

316 

906 

173 

1 

1950 

274 

951 

169 

8 

1949 

231 

929 

169 

14 

1948 

281 

807 

263 

6 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

Administration.  The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  appointed  b}'  the  Health 
Committee  is  comprised  of  nine  members  of  the  Council  and  four  co-opted  members 
(a  medical  practitioner,  the  chairman  of  the  Local  Executive  Council  and  two  ladies, 
one  of  whom  is  a member  of  the  Association  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Handicapped 
Children).  Meetings  are  held  quarterly  or  more  frequently  as  required. 


The  ascertainment  of  defectives,  the  medical  supervision  of  defectives  under 
guardianship  and  the  periodic  examination  of  pupils  attending  the  Occupation 
Centre  is  carried  out  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  is  also  respon- 
sible to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  adminstration  of  the  Mental  Health 
Service.  The  staff  employed  for  full  time  duty  in  the  service  consists  of  two  duly 
authorised  officers,  one  mental  health  worker,  a supervisor  (unqualified)  and  two 
assistant  supeiwisors  (unqualified)  at  the  Occupation  Centre  and  one  female  clerk. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  attended  a 
two  day  conference  organised  by  the  National  Association  for  Mental  ffealth  none 
of  the  staff  engaged  in  the  service  attended  courses  of  instruction  during  the  year. 
No  arrangements  are  in  hand  for  the  training  of  staff. 


Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  Hospital  Management 
Committees.  A certain  amount  of  work  is  undertaken  on  behalf  of  various  Hospital 
Management  Committees.  This  consists  mainly  of  the  preparation  and  submission 
of  reports  as  follows  ; 

(a)  As  regards  persons  of  unsound  mind — 

(i)  Case  History  Reports. 

(ii)  Home  reports  on  patients  whose  discharge  is  being  considered  or 
who  have  been  released  “ on  trial  ” pending  final  discharge. 

(b)  As  regards  Mental  Defectives- — 

(i)  Reports  required  for  the  continuation  of  an  Order  detaining  a 
defective  in  an  Institution  or  for  Licence  and  Holidays  puiposes. 

(ii)  Periodic  progress  reports  on  defectives  on  Licence  from  an 
institution. 


The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  where  necessaiA’,  consults  with  the 
psychiatrist  who  attends  the  out-patient  clinic  at  the  local  hospital  ; information  is 
interchanged  and  if  desired  home  reports  iurnished. 
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Voluntary  Associations.  No  duties  are  delegated  to  voluntary  associations 
although  on  occasions  since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  and  the 
fonnation  of  the  Mental  Health  section  in  this  department  advice  has  been  sought 
from  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health. 


The  local  branch  of  the  Association  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Handicapped 
Children  take  a keen  intere.st  in  the  activities  of  the  children  attending  the  Occupa- 
tion Centre.  On  the  11th  June,  1Q53  the  children  were  taken  to  Heysham  by  motor 
coach  for  the  day  under  arrangements  made  by  a member  of  this  association.  The 
children  also  enjoyed  a visit  to  the  Tower  Circus  on  the  23rd  April,  1953.  A number 
of  members  of  the  association  who  are  parents  of  the  children  at  the  Centre  attended 
the  Christmas  Party  on  22nd  December  at  which  a display  and  sale  of  articles  made 
during  the  year  was  held. 


Section  28,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  239  new  cases  were  referred 

to  the  department  during  the  year  from  a variety  of  sources,  i.e.,  medical  practi- 
tioners, police,  probation  officers,  psychiatric  out-patient  clinic  at  the  local  hospital 
and  the  Child  Guidance  clinic  run  by  the  School  Medical  Service.  424  domiciliary 
visits  were  made,  of  which  59  were  to  persons  discharged  from  mental  hospitals. 
14  visits  were  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  case  history-  reports  or  home  reports  for 
mental  hospitals.  Transport  was  provided  for  11  patients  who  attended  at  Whitting- 
ham  or  Sharoe  Green  Mental  Hospitals  for  electro-convulsive  treatment. 


I must  again  refer  to  the  difficult\'  experienced  by  the  department  in  providing 
an  adequate  after-care  service  to  patients  discharged  from  mental  hospitals.  Acting 
on  instructions  from  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  the  Hospital  Management 
Committees  of  the  Mental  Hospitals  are  not  supply-ing  Local  Health  Authorities  with 
any  information  regarding  a discharged  patient  other  than  the  name  and  address 
and  date  of  discharge.  Tt  is  presumably  the  contention  of  the  hospital  authorities 
that  additional  information  should  only  be  supplied  to  the  patient’s  general  medical 
practitioner  who  would  notify  the  Local  Health  Authority^  if  he  considered  after-care 
visits  necessary.  Unfortunately,  general  practitioners  are  too  busy  to  follow  up 
patients  after  discharge  and  unless  the  patient  or  a relative  of  the  patient  calls  on 
the  doctor  nothing  further  is  done.  More  often  than  not  if  a case  is  referred  to 
the  department  it  is  because  the  patient’s  condition  has  deteriorated  to  some  degree 
and  at  that  late  stage  it  frequently  necessitates  the  patient’s  I'eturn  to  hospital.  This 
additional  demand  on  hospital  beds  could,  I think,  be  prevented  if  the  patient  was 
kept  under  supervision  after  discharge  from  hospital.  In  1949  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  visits  were  made  for  this  puipose  but  in  1953,  as  stated  above,  there  were 
only  fifty-  nine  such  visits. 


During  the  past  y^ear  it  has  been  observed  that  there  is  an  increasing  tendency- 
on  the  part  of  general  practitioners  as  soon  as  a patient  exhibiting  symptoms  of  some 
mental  aberration  comes  to  their  notice  to  contact  this  department  for  assistance. 
In  the  majority  of  these  cases,  before  the  condition  deteriorates  to  the  extent  that 
certification  is  necessary-,  it  has  been  possible  to  arrange  for  the  patient  to  attend 
the  psychiatric  out-patient  clinic  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  where,  if  out-patient  treat- 


inent  is  inadequate,  the  patient  has  been  encouraged  to  enter  a mental  hospital 
voluntary.  This,  I feel,  is  responsible  for  the  increase  in  admissions  under  the  i 
.Mental  Treatment  Act,  1Q3U,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  the  tendency  will  be  still  i 
more  marked  in  1934. 

1 

; 

The  difficulty,  referred  to  in  previous  annual  reports,  of  securing  hospital  t 
accommodation  for  senile  female  patients  still  exists  and  is  probably  more  acute,  i 
There  is  not  the  same  difficulty  with  males.  Probably  6U%  of  the  cases  referred  ! 
to  the  department  are  seniles,  the  care  of  whom  by  relatives,  friends  or  neighbours  | 
has  become  impossible.  Whilst  some  form  of  institutional  care  is  desirable  it  is  ; 
also  most  undesirable  that  the  patient  has  to  be  certified  under  the  Lunacy  Acts 
before  action  can  be  taken.  This  type  of  patient  is  not  popular  with  mental 
liospitals  as  large  numbers  of  beds  are  occupied  with  no  prospect  of  a cure  and 
exentual  discharge  being  effected.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  19  such  j 
patients  on  the  waiting  list  for  hospital  accommodation,  all  of  them  females,  and  j 
it  one  time  during  the  year  the  number  on  the  list  was  28. 

The  shortage  of  accommodation  in  mental  deficiency  hospitals  is  too  well  known 
for  me  to  stress  the  matter  further  here  but  I should  like  to  comment  on  a scheme 
which  has  been  evolved  partly  because  of  this  shortage.  I refer  to  the  short  term 
vacancies  which  have  been  provided  during  the  last  two  years.  These  vacancies  ' 
I'.ccur  when  patients  are  sent  home  on  holida\'  or  licence  from  mental  deficiency  ' 
hospitals  and  are  for  a limited  period  usually  about  three  w'eeks.  This  system  has 
been  most  helpful  in  times  of  domestic  crisis  such  as  an  illness  of  the  mother  or 
physical  strain  due  to  long  periods  of  attending  to  the  defective,  and  it  is  quite 
often  the  only  method  by  which  the  mother  can  gain  any  relief.  Unfortunately, 
few-  of  these  vacancies  occur  but  during  the  year  4 defectives  were  admitted  under 
this  scheme  for  varying  periods. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1890-1930.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  health  service  patients  admitted  to  hospitals  during  the  year,  classified 
according  to  the  section  of  the  Act  under  which  they  were  admitted. 


Mode  of 
Admission 

UCKSPITAI. 

Wesliani 

Park 

Wliittinu- 

ham 

Lancaster 

Moor 

Sharoe 

(Irecii 

Queen’s 

Park 

Winiiick 

Prest- 

wich 

Lunacy  Act.  ISOO  : 
.Section  10 

0 

02 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Section  111) 

,0 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Section  2] 

44 

19 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Mental  Treatment 
Act,  1030. 

Section  1 

13 

S4 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Section  .O 

-- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938.  The  lollovving  statistics  relate  to  the 
defectives  reported  during  1953,  the  disposal  of  such  cases  and  the  classification 
of  defectives  in  the  connnunity  at  the  year  end. 


During 

Total  cases  on 

1 o.');! 

.Authoritv’s  registers 

as  at 

1.1.54 

Under 

Am' 

Hi 

Dndcr 

Age  10 

age 

l(i 

and  over 

!() 

and 

over 

JI. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

I’articulars  of  casp.s  roported  durini'  1963  ; 

(n)  Cases  at  31st  December  a.scertained  to  be 

defectives  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with.” 

Action  taken  on  reporls  bv — 

(ii  Local  Education  Authorities  on  cliildren 

(1)  While  at  school  or  liable  to 

attend  school 

1 















(2j  On  leaving  Special  Schools 





— 









(3)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

— 



— 











(ii)  I’olice  nr  by  Courts 

— 

— 











(iii)  other  sources 

(h)  Cases  reported  but  not  regarded  at  31st  Dec- 

1 

2 

•) 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ember  as  defectives  "‘subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
on  anv  ground 

1 

(c)  Cases  reported  but  not  confirmed  as  defectives 

by  31.st  December  and  thus  excluded  from 
(a)  or  lb)  

O 

1 

2 

1 









Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  .. 

4 

3 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-• 

J)isposal  of  cases: 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascejlained  to  be  clefectixe.s 

'■  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” nmidrer 
(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

2 

2 

2 

•> 

17 

15 

25 

27 

(ii)  Placed  under  Uuardianship 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Taken  to  ” Places  of  Safety  ” 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Institutions 
(h)  Of  Ihe  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives 

- 

3 

•) 

45 

34 

■■  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” number 
(i)  Placed  under  Voluntai">"  Supen’ision 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

11 

4 

(ii)  .Action  unnecessary  

1 

] 

— 

— . 

— 

I’otal  of  Item  2 ... 

2 

3 

4 

3 

21 

18 

83 

0,'. 

3. 

Classification  of  defeclives  in  the  Community  on  1.1.54: 

fa)  Chases  included  in  item  (‘2)  (a)  (i)  to  (iii)  above  in  need  of  institutional 

1 fl  1 » . 

(1)  In  iiigciit  need  of  institutional  care:  — 

(i)  “ cot  and  chair  ” cases 

— 

2 

— 

1 

(ii)  aiiibiilaiit  low  grade  cases 

2 

2 

3 

(iii)  incdiuiH  made  cases 

1 

— ■ 

— 

1 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12)  -Vot  in  urgent  need  of  institutional  care  : — 

(i)  ■■  cot  and  chair  ” cases 

— 

1 

— 

— 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases  

2 

— 

1 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  ca.ses  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  ftcin  3 (a) 

.j 

5 

3 

0 

(6)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  2 (a)  (i)  and  (ii)  and 

2 (b)  (i),  number 

consiilered  suitable  for:  — 

(i)  occuiiation  centre 

17 

<) 

3 

1 

(ii)  industrial  centre 

— 

4 

:l 

(iiil  home  training 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  Item  3 (b)  

17 

9 

7 

4 

(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  item  3 (b)  number  receiving 

training  on  1.1.54  : 

(i)  on  occupation  centres 

17 

9 

t) 

4 

(ii)  in  industrial  centres 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  at  home 

' 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  Item  3 (c) 

17 

9 

0 

4 

4. 

Xumber  of  Mental  Defectives  who  were  in  In.stitutions,  under  Community 

Care 

(including  Voliiiitarv  Supervision)  or  in  “ Places  of  Safety  ” on 

1st  .lanuary, 

1953. 

who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  ol 

care  during  1053. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

(«)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  

o 

— 

o 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  siglit  of 

2 

4 

(i 

Total 

4 

4 

s 

r». 

Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  under  Supervision  or 

Oiiardianship 

nr  DO 

longer  under  cure  : 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  while  unniarried  in  1953 

Nil 

Males 

Females 

(h)  Number  who  liave  married  during  1953  ... 

• 

Nil 

Nil 

\ 
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It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  notifications  of  cases  are  received 
irom  a variety  of  sources.  When  a case  is  notified  by  the  Education  Authority  a 
Form  2 H.P.  is  received  from  the  Chief  Education  Officer  giving  a case  historv 
and  reason  for  notification.  In  these  and  all  other  cases  the  child  is  visited  by  the 
Mental  Health  Worker  to  prepare  case  notes  ; this  is  then  followed  by  an  examination 
by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  home  or  at  the  Health  Centre. 
Recommendations  for  disposal  of  the  cases  are  subsequently  submitted  to  the  Mental 
Health  Sub-Committee. 

* 

Guardianship  and  Supervision  of  Defectives.  264  domiciliary  visits  were  made 
to  defectives  under  guardianship  or  statutory  supervision  and  96  visits  for  general 
enquiries  and  to  defectives  under  voluntary  supervision.  118  visits  were  also  made 
tor  the  following  purposes  : 

Preparation  of  Case  Notes  on  new  cas^  referred  to  the  department  7 
Completion  of  Progress  Reports  on  defectives  on  Licence  from 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Completion  of  Home  Reports  (Section  11,  Licence  and  Holiday 

purposes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Occupation  Centre  and  Training  of  Defectives.  At  31st  December,  1953  thirty- 
nine  defectives  were  on  the  register  at  the  Occupation  Centre,  four  of  whom  were 
from  the  Lancashire  County  administrative  area.  The  average  daily  attendance 
for  the  year  was  32,  an  increase  of  six  over  the  previous  year.  As  from  2nd  Marcli 
the  cost  of  the  mid-day  meal  was  increased  from  7d.  to  9d.  This  meal  is  supplied 
from  the  School  Meals  service  of  the  Education  Department.  Car  transport  is 
provided  for  the  majority  of  the  children  attending  the  Centre. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Authority  responsible  for  the  water  supply  in  Blackpool  is  the  E-^ylde  Water 
Board. 

Water  supplied  to  Blackpool  is  collected  at  two  sources,  (a)  from  watersheds 
at  Barnacre,  and  (b)  at  Stocks  on  the  River  Hodder,  and  is  satisfactory  both  in 
quantity  and  quality.  At  both  these  head  w'orks,  upland  surface  water  is  collected 
and  stored  in  resei'voirs.  The  watershed  at  Barnacre  is  free  from  human  habitation 
and  at  Stocks  the  Fylde  Water  Board  owns  the  watershed  and  controls  all  operations 
on  it.  The  raw  w'ater  is  stained  with  peat  and  is  treated  with  sulphate  of  alumina 
before  filtration  to  remove  this  colour  during  filtration,  and  limie  water  is  added 
after  filtration  to  compensate  acidity.  Finally  the  water  is  sterilised  with  chlorine. 
The  pH  of  the  filtered  water  as  it  leaves  the  filters  is  recorded  continuously  by  a 
Multilec  pH  Recorder.  The  combined  alkalinity,  acidity  and  colour  is  taken  at 
least  dailv'  at  \'arious  stages  in  the  treatment. 

Bacteriological  analyses  of  water  samples  taken  monthly  from  various  points 
in  the  Borough  and  these  indicate  that  all  samples  were  satisfactory. 

There  are  45,675  houses  within  the  Borough  and,  w'ith  the  exception  of  one, 
all  have  a piped  supply  of  water.  The  population  supp'ied,  based  on  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate,  is  146,700. 

SEWERAGE  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

Within  the  Borough  area  there  are  66,871  w'aterclosets  and  a large  number  of 
pail  closets.  No  record  is  miaintained  of  pail  closets  on  showgrounds  or  in  temporary 
conveniences.  A number  of  cesspools  exist  in  the  outK'ing  parts  of  the  town 
particularly  the  Marton  Moss  area.  Of  the  above  295  pail  closets  and  14  cesspools 
are  emptied  regularly  by  the  Cleansing  Department. 

Completed  Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  Approximately  8U0 
lineal  yards  of  6"  to  15"  diameter  sewers  were  laid  in  the  area  being  prepared  for 
the  extension  to  Mereside  housing  estate.  The  drainage  for  the  Midgeland  Road 
area  was  improved  by  the  laying  of  100  yards  of  18"  to  24"  diameter  sewers.  The 
.^nsdell  Road  pumping  station  was  converted  to  partially  automatic  control  by  the 
installation  of  “ No-flote  ” recorders. 

Works  proposed  to  be  carried  out  in  1954.  It  is  proposed  to  commence  further 
sewerage  work  on  the  extension  to  Grange  Park  housing  estate.  Work  on  the 
construction  of  a new  chamber  and  ancilliary  sewers  at  the  Gvnn  Screening  Chamber 
should  be  completed.  The  construction  of  a 12"  sewer  from  Dauntesey  .Avenue 
to  Bathurst  Avenue  and  the  demolition  of  existing  septic  tanks  will  be  completed 
during  the  year.  It  is  also  intended  to  extend  the  sewer  in  Stanley  Road  to  enable 
houses  at  present  draining  to  cesspools  to  be  connected  to  the  sewer.  The  site 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Bispham  Holiday  Camp  is  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of 
approximately  38  dwelling  houses  and  12  private  hotels  and  the  construction  of 
sewers  for  this  small  estate  is  to  be  carried  out.  Modifications  are  also  to  be  effected 
to  the  Lennox  Gate  Pumping  Station  to  improve  the  standard  of  dilution  at  the 
outfall. 

Future  Sewage  Improvements.  To  alleviate  flooding  and  to  allow  for  further 
development  it  is  proposed  to  construct  main  intercepting  sewers  at  various  points. 
Foul  sewers  are  to  be  constructed  to  drain  properties  in  the  Marton  Moss  area. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

This  is  cairied  out  by  the  Cleansing  Department  of  the  Corporation.  I am 
informed  by  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing  that  the  amount  of  refuse  collected 
by  his  department  increased  slightly.  This  was  mainly  due  to  the  several  reductions 
in  the  price  of  waste  paper  during  the  year.  Organisations  and  individuals  under- 
taking the  collection  of  waste  paper  began  to  discontinue  such  activities  and  more 
and  more  of  this  commodity  found  its  way  into  the  refuse. 

The  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works  was  28,533 
tons,  whilst  in  addition  24,734  tons  were  tipped  away,  and  1,325  tons  of  night  soil 
were  removed. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

This  section  of  the  Annual  Report,  and  the  following  sections  dealing  with 
Housing.  Rodent  Control  and  Disinfestation,  General  Food  Supply  and  Prosecutions, 
give  details  of  the  variety  of  functions  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


and  his  staff  in  connection  with  the  environmental  health  services. 

Complaints  Received: 

Verbal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3092 

Written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  915 

\Tsits  and  Inspections  During  Year: 

Houses  (Full  Inspections)  : 

New  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Old  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Basements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Temporary  Structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ash  Receptacles  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  293 

Reinspections  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  371 

Number  of  Galvanised  Bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  : 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  550 

Cafes  and  Snackbars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  475 

Catering  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  629 

Fish  Frying  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Hotels  and  Licences  Premises  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  561 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Food  Inspections  and  Food  Shops  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2436 

Miscellaneous  : 

Abattoirs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  _C5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  • ■ • • ■ • -^22 

Basements  (excluding  full  inspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Building  Repair  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Theatres,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  25 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Drainage  Survey — Marton  Moss  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-10 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act,  1936)  ,..  61 

Dwelling  Houses  (Public  Health  .Act,  1936)  ...  ...  ...  161 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126*^ 
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Miscellaneous — continued. 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentery)  ...  2427 

Land  and  Camp  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  370 

Military  Billets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Nuisances  (first  inspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4007 

Nuisances  (re-in.spections  under  notice)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7101 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Piggeries  63 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Fillings  Materials  .A.ct  ...  ...  ...  30 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roadways.  Footpaths,  Back  Streets  and  Passages  ...  ...  153 

Sand  and  Foreshore  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Schools  and  Churches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  (Shops  Act,  1950)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1719 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Stables  and  Manure  Heaps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Temporary  Structures  (excluding  full  inspections)  ...  ...  756 

Town  Planning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Watercourses  and  Ponds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Water  Supph' ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  981 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Found  ...  363 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Remedied  ...  379 

Defects  remedied  as  per  verbal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Defects  remedied  as  per  preliminary  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Defects  remedied  as  per  statutory  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Notices  Served  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances: 

Verbal  151 

PreliminaiA’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

House  Drains  Tested: 

New  Houses  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  384 

Unsatisfactory'  first  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Rendered  satisfactory  after  first  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Old  Houses  : 

First  Test — .satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

First  Test — unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Tested  during  relaying  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Final  Test  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dr.mns  : 

Relaid,  disconnected  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Repaired,  unblocked  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1110 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Waterclosets  : 

New  w.c’s  fixed  in  lieu  of  privies,  pail  closets  and  defective  w.c’s  ...  12 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Unblocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Flushing  fittings  repaired  and  water  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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Waste  Pipes: 

New  slop  waste  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  5 

New  rainwater  downpipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rainwater  pipes  and  roof  gutters  repaired  69 

Slop  waste  pipes  repaired 16 

Water  service  pipes  repaired,  etc.  15 

Bath,  Lavatory,  Slopsink  and  Rainwater  Pipes  Disconnected  over 

Gullies  3 

Miscellaneous  : 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Animals  Removed  from  Improper  Situations  ...  ...  . . 2 

Back  yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Back  yards  reformed  with  Hags,  concrete  or  asphalt  ...  ...  ...  4 

Back  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . , 9 

Courts  or  passages  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  . . 5 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Fire  ranges  re-set,  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 21 

Houses  disinfested  : 

D.D.T.  and  special  methods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Insecticide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough  Surveyor  ...  12 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.  reported  to  Cleansing  Department  33 

Manure  receptacles  abolished  1 

Name  and  Address  of  Landlord  inserted  in  Rent  Book  ...  ...  1 

New  damp  proof  course  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  floor  laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

New' slop  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' . . . ...  ...  3 

Roof  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Various  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ‘ ...  201 

Watercourses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  tw^o  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses 
in  the  Borough.  The  total  accommodation  provided  by  these  establishments  is 
as  follows  : 

13  Eden  Street  ...  ...  ...  160  adults  and  1 child 

12  Seed  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  56  adults  and  1 child 

Both  houses  are  for  males  only,  there  being  no  accommodation  of  this  tN-pe 
for  females  in  the  town. 

During  the  year  124  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  order  to  maintain  a 
reasonable  standard  of  hygiene.  In  the  case  of  one  of  the  premises  a report  had 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee  regarding  breaches  of 
the  Byelaw's.  The  causes  of  the  complaints  were  subsequently  rectified. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Although  Blackpool  is  a seaside  resort,  it  is  not  entirely 
immune  from  smoke  abatement  problems,  and  during  the  year,  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  effected  to  a number  of  industrial  plants. 

The  chief  diflicult\’  has  arisen  in  connection  with  a bakeiv  where  fuel  oil  is 
used  for  heating  purposes,  and  as  the  chimney  is  in  the  midst  of  a congested 
residential  area,  grit  and  sooty  particles,  as  w'ell  as  oil  deposits  from  the  chimney, 
have  caused  anno\'ance  to  residents  in  the  vicinitw  Repeated  tests  have  been  made 
by  the  suppliers  of  this  new  boiler,  as  well  as  the  Company  w'ho  supplied  the  fuel 
oil.  and  the  matter  is  still  undergoing  investigation. 
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Sanitary  Conditions  of  Theatres  and  Music  Halls.  There  have  been  no  ehanjEjes 
in  the  numbers  of  places  of  public  entertainment  during  the  year  : 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cinemas  (also  used  for  variety,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Variety,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ballrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Drome  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

25  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  these  premises,  particularly  attention  being 
paid  to  the  dressing-room  accommodation.  In  all  cases  the  condition  of  the  premises 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory^ 


Cleansing  of  Persons.  Prior  to  the  National  Health  Service  act,  1946,  under 
which  .\ct  control  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  passed  from  the  Council  to 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  facilities  existed  in  the  grounds  of  that  hospital  for 
the  cleansing  of  persons  and  their  clothing. 


Since  the  Hospital  Board  took  possession  certain  alterations  were  effected  with 
the  result  that  facilities  for  the  cleansing  were  not  available  but  during  the  year 
negotiations  with  the  Board  concluded  satisfactorily  and  arrangements  on  the  pre- 
1948  basis  have  been  restored. 


Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars.  During  the 
year,  a comprehensive  report  was  prepared  on  the  sanitary  accommodation  in 
restaurants,  cafes  and  snack  bars,  etc.,  and  as  a result  of  this,  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  gave  instructions  that  all  premises  with  accommodation  for 
200  patrons  or  over  should  have  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  for  the  use  of  both 
sexes. 


Further  consideration  will  be  given  to  this  matter  regarding  the  smaller 
establishments  at  a later  date. 


Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Blackpool  Cricket  Ground.  Discussions  took 
place  during  1953  w'ith  the  officers  of  this  club  regarding  the  provision  of  adequate 
sanitaiy?  accommodation  at  the  ground,  particularly  during  the  time  w^hen  large 
gates  could  be  expected.  Certain  suggestions  were  made  to  the  club  committee  for 
temporary  arrangements  to  be  made  until  such  time  as  something  of  a more 
permanent  nature  could  be  decided  upon  by  the  club. 


Factories.  1,259  inspections  of  factories  w'ere  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year,  and  in  the  course  of  these  inspections  150  contraventions  of  the 
Factories  Act  were  noted.  In  130  instances  action  was  taken  informally  and  it 
w'as  necessary  in  20  cases  only  for  written  notices  to  be  served  on  the  occupier  of 
the  premises.  No  prosecutions  w'ere  instituted.  So  far  as  this  department  is  aware 
there  are  no  Blackpool  firms  employing  outworkers  either  w'ithin  or  without  the 
Borough.  16  notifications  of  outw’orkers  have  been  received  from  other  authorities 
and  21  visits  of  inspection  made.  In  all 'cases  the  nature  of  the  work  was  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel.  The  following  matters  were  refened  to  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories — 2 instances  of  failure  to  affix  an  Abstract  of  the  Factories  Act,  1 
defective  sanitary  convenience,  and  details  of  12  new  w'orkshops  and  of  28  factories, 
workshops,  etc.  discontinued  during  the  war. 
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Inspections  of  Factories 


I’lciiiisp.s 

Xninber  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occaijiiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  I'’;ictui'ie8  in  wliidi  Sedions 

1.  2,  3.  4 and  0 are  to  be 
eriforced  l)>  Local  Autliori- 
ties 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  wlddi  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  tlie  Ijocal 
Authority 

]im 

Hi 

(iii)  Other  I’rendse.s  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
chnlinn  ont  - workers' 
prenuse.s) 

9 

TOTAL  

1 2.";!) 

29 

— 

Defects  Found  in  Factories 


Number 

of 

cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in 

Particulars 

Not 

Remedied 

1952 

Found 

1953 

Remedied 

1953 

■Vot 

Remedied 

1953 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

which  prose- 
cutions were 
in.stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 



95 

94 

31 



— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 











— 

Unreasonable  teinperatnre  (S.3) 











— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 



•) 



2 



— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floois  (S.fi) 









_ 



Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  ijisnfficient 

4 

3 

1 

(li)  nnsnitable  or  defective  ... 



3S 

27 

11 

1 



(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 



1 

7 







Other  offences  again.st  the  Act 
(not  including  otfences  re- 
Itding  to  Outwork) 

O 

4 

ii 

1 

TOTAL  

O 

1 .50 

lOtl 

40 

1 

— 

The  reason  for  the  excessive  number  of  defects  still  outstanding  is  that  in  the 
case  of  the  bakehouses,  the  inspections  took  place  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  in  the  next  year’s  report,  it  will  be  found  that  the  necessary  works  were  can'ied 
out  without  resorting  to  legal  proceedings. 


Factories  on  the  Register  (Section  8(3))  at  the  End  of  the  Year 


MecJiatiical 

Power 

Non- 

Mechanical 

Power 

Making  or  Rejiair  of  Weari 

ng  Apparel 

117 

33 

llakeliouses 

193 

4 

I'reparation  of  other  Foods 

iind  Drinks 

103 

1 

Building  Trades 

71 

Furniture  making,  etc.  ... 

29 

J 

(Conveyances  and  Engineering  ... 

LSI) 

4 

Photography,  Printing  and 

Rookhinditig 

48 

5 

Other  Trades  

115 

10 

Laundries 

17 

— 

Total  No.  of  Factories  on 

Register 

884 

71 
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Shops.  1,235  first  inspections  and  101  re-inspections  have  been  made  to  ensure 
that  the  provisions  of  Section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  are  being  complied  with. 
One  statutory-  notice  was  served  and  three  warning  letters  sent  after  various  defects 
had  been  reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee.  The  undermentioned 
table  gives  details  of  classified  defects  ascertained  by  the  statutory  inspectors  and 
defects  remedied  during  the  year. 


Cl.ASSIFlKll 

DEFECTS 

Foninl 

Repaired  or  remedied 

Nil 

Defeclive, 

Provided 

Repaired 

Saiiitarv  conveniences 

6 

12 

5 

5 

Washing  facilities 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Lighting  

— 

— 

1 

1 

Ventilation 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

s 

12 

7 

7 

Offensive  Trades.  The  following  offensive  trades  exist  w'ithin  the  Borough  ; 
Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Depots  ...  ...  4 

With  the  exception  of  the  rag  and  bone  depots  all  the  above  are  located  within 
the  confines  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouse,  Talbot  Road,  Blackpool,  and  are  under 
the  daily  observation  of  the  Superintendent.  Bones  are  collected  direct  from 
butchers’  shops  and  taken  to  a factory^  at  Bispham  for  conversion  to  fertilisers. 


HOUSING 
Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year: 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  222 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  484 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-heading 
(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925)  ...  ...  ...  61 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  127 


(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
(including  clearance  areas)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Number  of  dw-elling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  previous  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  257 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  bv  the  Local  Authoritv  or  the  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 
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3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

( a)  By-  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  • 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  172 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  83 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . ...  ...  — 

Clearance  Areas.  The  position  at  the  end  of  1953  was  as  follows  : 


A I'pa 

Date  of 
Repieseii- 
tation 

(.'oiilii' 

Illation 

by 

.M.O.U. 

-Vo.  of 
Dwellings 
Removed, 
vacated  or 
demolished 

No.  of 
dwelliug.s 
still 
occ. 

No.  of 
families  in 
occupation 

Common  Rdge  Road,  No.  3 

9.2.38 

30.6.39 

7 

•> 

2 

(3i  persons) 

DaKKcr.s  Uall  Lane,  No.  1 

9.2.3R 

30.0.39 

8 

1 

1 

(1  person) 

Abbey  Hoad,  .Vo.  2 

9.2.38 

30.6.39 

1 

1 

1 

(2  pei-!ions) 

Waterloo  Road,  No.  2 

9.2.38 

30.6.39 

r» 

1 

1 

(1  person) 

Sedbeigh  Avenue.  No.  1 ... 

9.2.38 

30.6.30 

2 

1 

1 

( 1 person) 

Camps,  Caravans  and  Wooden  Structures.  There  is  no  change  in  the  number 
of  camp  sites  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Local  Authority'  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  87  of  the  Blackpool  Improvement  .^ct,  1925,  and  the  accommodation  on 
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these  sites  allows  for  about  3UU  vans  to  be  placed  there.  The  details  of  the 
accommodation  are  as  follows  : — 

Sea-front  Norbreck — about  3U0. 

Preston  New  Road  District — (a)  about  10  ; (b)  about  20. 

Highfield  Road  District  (Permanent  site) — 04. 

Squires  (iate — about  22. 

Stanley  F^oad — about  40. 

Common  Edge  Road — varying  from  25  to  65. 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  of  these  camps,  and  the  only  unsatis- 
factory conditions  found  during  the  year  were  at  the  site  of  Norbreck,  which  has 
been  purchased  by  the  Local  .Authority,  and  next  year  will  be  used  for  building 
purposes. 

The  department  has  experienced  considerable  difficulty  with  proprietors  of 
moveable  structures  who  come  to  Blackpool,  particularly  during  the  summer  months 
and  occup}'  ground  with  or  without  the  permission  of  the  owner.  Consequently, 
legal  proceedings  have  had  to  be  instituted  in  a number  of  cases.  Experience  has 
proved  that  unless  fimi  action  is  taken  by  the  department,  a problem  would  be 
created  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  control. 

Overcrowding.  The  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough  is  unknown  with 
any  degree  of  exactitude,  and  only  a complete  survey  would  present  the  Local 
Authority  with  a true  picture  of  the  position.  When  serious  cases  of  overcrowding 
are  discovered,  the  facts  in  every'  instance,  are  reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee,  and  in  those  cases  where  the  occupiers  are  eligible  for  a 
municipal  tenancy,  the  Estates  and  Housing  Committee  are  most  sympathetic. 

Allocation  of  Municipal  Tenancies.  Responsibility  for  the  allocation  of  all 
municipal  tenancies  lies  with  the  Estates  and  Housing  Department  but  close  liaison 
exists  between  that  department  and  the  Public  Health  Department  with  regard  to 
families  liv’ing  under  unsuitable  conditions.  Detailed  reports  are  supplied  in  each 
ca.se. 


The  following  information  regarding  the  various  types  of  municipal  houses 
erected  since  the  re-commencement  after  the  recent  war  has  been  furnished  b\’  the 
Borough  Treasurer. 


Permanent — 1 bedroom 
Permanent — 2 bedrooms 
Permanent — 3 bedrooms 
Permanent — 4 bedrooms 
Temporary  bungalows 


206 

244 

158P 

76 

343 


375  families  were  re-housed  during  the  year  and  as  at  31st  December,  1953, 
the  number  of  persons  on  the  waiting  list  for  tenancy  of  municipal  houses  was  3,750. 


RODENT  CONTROL  AND  VERMIN  AND  INSECT  DISINFESTATION. 

Rodent  Infestation.  The  continuous  search  of  premises  for  rodent  infestation 
during  the  year  entailed  visits  to  2,424  premises,  summarized  as  follows  : — 

1,348  Business  premises. 

683  Dwelling  houses. 

393  Open  spaces. 


Of  these,  42  premises  were  found  to  be  infested.  Orders  for  disinfestation 
were  received  in  all  cases  from  the  persons  responsible,  and  the  work  was  duly 
carried  out.  The  cordial  relationship  existing  between  the  department  and  the 
general  public  has  been  maintained  during  the  past  year.  In  addition,  the  helpful 
co-operation  of  the  Lancashire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  the  Nationalized 
Industries,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  has  been  much  appreciated. 

Surface  Infestation.  Under  this  heading,  773  complaints  of  rodent  infestation 
were  received  or  discovered.  During  the  year,  103  premises  were  proved  clear  by 
test  baiting,  670  premises,  comprising  271  business  premises,  and  399  dwelling  houses 
received  treatment.  Premises  treated  included  theatres,  cinemas,  hotels,  warehouses, 
restaurants  and  shops.  In  addition,  the  abattoirs,  tips,  land,  refuse  disposal  works, 
water-courses,  pumping  stations,  and  other  premises  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority 
received  periodic  inspection  and  treatment  where  necessary.  During  the  year,  the 
rodent  control  staff  engaged  on  surface  infestations  made  4,699  visits. 

In  1953  the  department  concluded  the  experimental  field  work  on  the  new 
anti-coagulant  rodenticide  “Warfarin.”  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  results 
obtained,  both  for  common  rat  and  house-mouse  infestations,  have  been  uniformly 
successful.  From  the  data  collected,  it  would  appear  that  unlike  Zinc-phosphide, 
or  Arsenious  oxide,  “ Warfarin  ” produces  no  poison  sh^mess  and  consequently  has, 
to  a very  great  extent,  replaced  these  traditional  poisons.  With  “Warfarin,”  no 
pre-baiting  is  necessary.  The  prepared  baits  are  laid  in  tin  trays  or  on  squares 
of  cardboard,  wherever  rodent  infestations  are  established  or  suspected.  Experience 
has  shown  that  the  majority  of  rodent  infestations  are  cleared  quickly  by  the 
treatment,  although  from  time  to  time  there  may  be  encountered  colonies  of  mice 
which  survive  up  to  three  weeks  of  Warfarin  treatment. 

Since  only  a very  low  concentration  of  Warfarin  is  needed  to  kill  rats  its  use 
materially  reduces  the  risk  of  accidentally  poisoning  domestic  animals.  It  is 
nevertheless  essential  that  some  form  of  covered  container  should  be  used  to  protect 
the  baits  and  to  prevent  their  being  scattered  or  lost. 

During  November,  the  department  acquired  a small  quantity  of  a proprietory 
brand  of  a new  anti-coagulant  mouse  tracking  dust.  Experimental  work  on  a 
limited  scale  tends  to  show  that  under  circumstances  such  as  in  bulk  stores,  where 
bagged  or  bulk  cereals  are  stored,  great  difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  tempting 
mice  to  feed  on  any  bait.  In  such  cases,  the  emplo\Tnent  of  toxic  tracking  dusts 
has  been  found  satisfactory.  Dusting  powders,  toxic  to  mice,  are  laid  in  patches 
on  the  runways,  on  pipes,  or  outside  nesting  sites,  etc.  The  mice  run  across  the  dust 
patch  and  pick  up  the  dust  on  their  feet  and  fur,  lick  it  off  and  are  thus  killed  without 
the  necessity  of  being  tempted  to  feed  on  poison  baits. 

Great  care  must  be  taken  in  placing  tracking  dusts,  which  should  not  be  allowed 
to  come  into  contact  with,  or  within  three  feet  of  exposed  foodstuffs  for  either  human 
or  animal  consumption.  Providing  these  precautions  are  taken,  this  method 
appears  to  be  safe  and  efficient. 

Sewer  Treatments.  j\pproved  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  as  follows  ; — 


Ci.  \ss 

No.  OK 
M.vnhoi.rs 

CO.MMUNCEIl 

COMI'T.KTKII 

R\it 

POISON" 

427 

!l.4..">H 

rircad  .Mash 

.Vi'siuiidus  Oxide 

in%  Tp,st  ... 

742 

1 i.r).r);i 

12.(1.52 

S.nisni;p  Rusk 

— 

Mainti'iimici'... 

.SI  4 

7.n..''>;! 

10.10.53 

Sausap-  Rusk 

Zinc  I'hospliido 

A divisional  inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  .Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Infestation 
Division,  was  present  at  each  stage  of  the  above  treatments,  and  certified  that  the 
correct  procedure  was  adopted. 
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Insect  Infestation.  Treatment  an 

d/or  advice  has  been 

given  in 

683  instances 

where  infestation  has  been  rej:)orted. 

Types  of  infestation 

and  visits 

made  arc  as 

follows  : 

1st  Visits 

[Revisits 

Total  Visits 

Vermin,  Hugs,  Lice,  Fleas  ...  . 

203 

10 

213 

Cockroaches 

227 

194 

421 

Steam  Flies  ...  - 

13 

15 

.\nts 

.85 

56 

141 

Moths 

20 

7 

27 

Woodborers 

50 

25 

75 

Flies 

16 

3 

19 

Food  Pests 

15 

11 

26 

Other  Pe.sts 

54 

22 

76 

683 

343 

1026 

Recent  Developments  in  the  Field  of  Organic  Insecticides.  The  general  j)ublic 
is  interested  in  insecticides  from  three  points  of  view  : — 

(1)  that  insect  pests  should  be  controlled  to  the  utmost  possible  extent, 

(2)  that  where  the  use  of  insecticides  is  desirable,  they  should  leave  no  objectionable 
residues, 

(3)  that  the  cost  shall  not  outweigh  utilitarian  value. 

With  these  objects  in  view,  the  department  has,  from  time  to  time,  during  the 
year,  engaged  in  research  and  field  work  using  some  of  the  new  materials,  and  some 
valuable  data  has  been  collected. 

It  is  interesting  to  recall,  that  up  to  1940,  there  had  been  very  little  develop- 
ment in  insecticides  over  a considerable  period,  but  since  then  a great  number  of 
new  materials  has  been  developed,  ranging  from  D.D.T.  originating  in  Switzerland, 
and  B.H.C.  in  this  country.  These  two  insecticides  are  now  well  established,  and 
their  success  has  stimulated  the  search  for  other  chlorinated  hydrocarbons,  both  in 
this  country  and  in  America.  A completely  different  line  of  investigation  in 
Germany  has  produced  a new  range  of  organic  phosphorus  insecticides,  many-  of 
which  hav'e  been  shown  to  have  a high  insecticidal  value,  but  leave  dangerous 
residues  for  some  days  after  application.  Some  of  the  phosphorus  insecticides  are 
known  to  have  a cumulative  toxicitv,  and  toxicologists  in  the  countrs^  suggest  that 
this  range  of  insecticides  should  not  be  used  in  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  stored, 
prepared  or  sold. 

During  the  year,  240  insects,  mites,  etc.  were  brought  to  or  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment for  identification,  and/or  advice  on  measures  of  control. 


Rodent  Control  Summary,  January  - December  1953 


1 


30 


& 

cd 


*o 

a o'? 
22  « 


• ^ S 
.5|e 

a>  <1; 


|H 

o 


<!»  - C.S 


^t= 

C- 

« gN  2 

-r)  — 


,-oS„S 

-S  m 2 -»■ 


1 I I 


C'.'  u. 

^■§^22  I 

; C ® I 

S*^  c 

C •” 


— o?  cc 
^ o ^ ^ 


I I I I 


o5 
• ’S 

O;- 


Q> 

“s 

».g 

ft 


& o 


■/>  O. 

a;i  % 


^- 

a^PU 


o.I 

i 


c 


o .1  - 5 

S rt.t2.2£ 


S'®  ® 

’ ■ ► <8  ^ 9 ^ 
o « c.B*® 
a ■ 

>.  &D^ 


O ‘;2  rr  « o 

i2.«  aS  o > 
o a o '2  '-3  o 

Sh  S 


00  M S 
00  ® 


03 

p'c 


o:  lO  cj 

— 5^  © 

tO  CO  ^ 


Cl  Cl  © oc 

I'  -T  t-  CO 

CJ  Cl  — 


CO 

O) 


^ t£ 

< s: 
a 

o H ^ 

Isi 

(A  CO  P 
ar/:. 
CO  S? 

P H 

IS 


a>  o 
0<  ce 
O 

^cc 


CO  -t  — rr 


•’  O 

K 


•>:  yj 

•V  CO 

s’d 


aa£ 


o 


•o  © ^ 


s:  >o 

a ;!> 


^x.  >! 


= — • s-  © 

3 S *0 

•t  H5  <1  CC 


^ = I 


3 

o 

E- 


Vermin  and  Insect  Summary  1953 
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GENERAL  FOOD  SUPPLY 

Meat  Inspection.  Reference  was  made  in  the  last  annual  report  to  the  Public 
Abattoirs  having  been  occupied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  since  1940  and  used  as 
the  central  slaughtering  establishment  for  Blackpool  and  most  of  the  surrounding 
district. 


Agreement  was  finally  reached  with  the  Ministry  about  proportional  payment 
for  the  extensive  repairs  needed  at  the  Abattoirs,  and  these  major  works  were 
commenced  during  the  year.  When  the  repairs  have  been  completed  next  year, 
these  abattoirs  will  be  in  excellent  condition.  The  Council  has  under  consideration 
improved  arrangements  for  the  slaughtering  of  pigs,  the  installation  of  a hot  water 
supply  throughout  the  slaughterhouses  and  the  reconstruction  of  the  shippons. 


The  undermentioned  tables  show  (a)  the  number  of  animals  which  have  been 
slaughtered  during  the  last  15  years,  (b)  details  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
during  1953  ; and  (c)  quantities  of  meat  condemned  and  reason  for  condemnation. 


Year 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves 

Sbecp 

PiRS 

Total 

193!) 

1172 

5902 

2994 

86 

957 

70049 

5905 

87605 

1940 

2005 

3975 

2318 

107 

4075 

73754 

8316 

94550 

1941 

2301 

2433 

2998 

187 

5034 

48261 

4192 

65406 

1942 

2109 

2751 

3895 

ISl 

8081 

62171 

1144 

80332 

1943 

2532 

2299 

375S 

183 

10444 

48843 

096 

68755 

1944 

207S 

2138 

2435 

170 

9544 

45627 

691 

63283 

1945 

2837 

2G86 

44G2 

192 

10704 

40450 

1258 

02649 

194G 

4075 

2391 

4968 

154 

11671 

54015 

607 

77881 

1947 

3224 

2273 

4093 

108 

7929 

24932 

290 

42849 

1948 

4075 

1938 

3397 

129 

7589 

30015 

550 

.53693 

1949 

4010 

2230 

2691 

204 

6202 

34276 

711 

50924 

1950 

5G0G 

4127 

3249 

303 

7257 

36593 

2032 

59167 

1951 

5361 

5119 

3370 

294 

7408 

34885 

4248 

60601 

1952 

3749 

454G 

2889 

175 

7477 

38212 

7663 

64711 

1953 

5719 

3205 

3164 

213 

5198 

46161 

7493 

71153 

Cattle 

cxcludiiiR 

Cows 

Cows 

(.'a  Ives 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Xumber  killctl 

6582 

5719 

519.8 

46161 

7493 

Number  ins])eftPil 

6582 

5719 

5198 

46161 

7493 

All  diseases  ejcept  T.B.~ 

Whole  earca.sps  eondeiniied  ... 

— 

12 

100 

41 

51 

Careases  of  which  some  part  or  oiHaii 
was  condemned 

31(i(i 

3842 

13 

1373 

717 

Percetitfi^o  of  (be  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  oth(*r  than  T.B.  ... 

52.6 

07.4 

2.3 

3.1 

10.2 

Tithe rctdosis  Onhj — 

Whole  carcase  condemned  ... 

13 

St) 

12 

— 

12 

Carcase.s  of  whicl)  some  part  or  orutin 
was  condemned 

090 

1230 

— 

— 

524 

PercentaRc  of  Ihc  minibcr  ins|)cctcii  with 
tuberculosis  

10.7 

23.0 

.23 

— 

7.2 

Z 9 


INCIDMCE  OF  CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS  IN  MBLALS  SLAUGHTERED 

AT  BUCKPOOL  ABATTOIRS  DURING  1 SkS  - 1953. 
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Meat  Condemned 


Reason  for  condemnation 

lbs. 

Reason  for  condemnation 

lbs. 

•Abscesses 

2817 

Immature 

403 

.Actino 

616 

Jaundice 

344 

.Anaemia  

298 

Jointill 

4676 

.Angioma 

24 

Mastitis 

1143 

■Arthritis 

703 

Melanosis 

128 

Bone  Taint  ... 

3393 

Moribund 

1033 

Bruised 

3176 

Nephritis 

760 

Calcification 

29 

Oedema 

109 

Congestion 

383 

Parasitic 

7323 

Cx’sticercus  boA’is 

4304 

Pericarditis 

223 

Decomposition 

3114 

Pleui'isy 

146 

Dropsy 

678 

Pneumonia 

1021 

Emaciation 

900 

Septic 

4343 

Empyema 

367 

Suppurative 

130 

Enteritis 

486 

Tuberculosis 

163417 

Erysipelas 

244 

Tumours 

804 

Fever 

342 

Urticaria 

290 

Fluke  

34381 

Uraemia 

486 

Fractures 

363 

264207 


The  inspection  of  the  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse  is  carried  out  by  a full-time 
Abattoir  Superintendent  who  is  a fully  qualified  meat  inspector  and  who  is  assisted 
as  and  when  circumstances  deem  it  necessan’  by  other  sanitary  inspectors  holding 
appropriate  qualifications. 

Cysticercus  Bovis.  Perusal  of  the  Annual  Reports  for  the  years  1949  to  1952 
shows  in  considerable  detail  the  result  of  the  department’s  efforts  in  its  investigation 
into  the  presence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  cattle. 

Early  in  1949  a special  technique  of  numerous  incisions  was  inaugurated, 
both  in  the  masseter  muscles  and  the  heart,  and,  as  a result  of  this,  the  percentage 
of  cattle  found  to  be  infested  in  Blackpool  was  as  high  as  any  other  slaughtering 
centre  in  the  country. 

There  has  been  little  variance  during  the  year  in  the  percentage  of  carcases 
found  to  be  infested  and  it  does  appear  at  the  moment  that  between  one  and  two 
per  cent,  of  all  bovines  coming  into  the  slaughterhouse  are  infested  with  this  parasite. 


Incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  animals  slaughtered  .at  Blackpool 

Abattoirs  during  1953. 
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Transport  of  Meat.  In  previous  annual  reports,  reference  was  made  to  the 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  between  representatives  of  the  company  which 
transports  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  to  the  shops,  emj)loyees  of  the  firm,  and 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  to  the  most  suitable  type  of  vehicle  to  prevent 
contamination  of  the  meat.  The  whole  of  the  vehicles  have  now  been  converted 
to  the  requirements  of  the  department. 
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The  employees  are  still  carrying  out  the  recommendations  made  to  them  last 
V'ear  and  it  is  fair  to  state  that  the  transport  of  meat  from  the  abattoirs  to  the 
retail  shops  in  this  area  is  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Sale  of  Horseflesh.  There  is  still  one  shop  in  the  town  selling  horse  flesh, 
but  there  is  a notable  decline  in  the  quantity  being  sold  from  this  establishment. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  department  this  shop  will  go  out  of  existence  when  meat 
control  finishes. 

Food  Inspection.  During  the  past  twelve  months,  the  undermentioned  food- 
.stuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  is  in  addition  to 
meat  condemned  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse. 

List  of  Foodstuffs  Condemned  during  1953. 


Units 

3301 

Pound.s 

36093 

Bags /Boxes 
506 

Tins/ Jars 
20816 

Biscuits 

82 

17 

12 

Meat  (titiiied) 

— 

8700 

— 

2797 

Bacon  and  Ham 

4 

340 

— 

13 

Kish  (fresh)  

— 

1883 

37 

37 

Shellfish  

— 

3 

— 

9 

Fruit  (fresh) 

1800 

372 

141 

— 

Vegetables  (fresh)  

24 

2 

— 

— 

Meat  (fresh) 

32 

2080 

66 

4 

Fish  (tinned) 

— 

95 

3 

936 

Fruit  (tinned)  

76 

8982 

16 

11852 

Vegetables  (tinned) 

2 

1473 

— 

2330 

Milk  (tinned)  ... 

222 

1934 

— 

1161 

Butter  and  Fats 

104 

478 

8 

— 

.lams  and  Marmalades,  etc. 

— 

138 

— 

154 

Bread 

— 

49 

— 

— 

Tea  and  Coffee  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rabbits  

109 

131 

6 

2 

Poultry  

6 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese  

35 

444 

30 

.532 

Eggs  

— 

30 

— 

1 

Cereals  

29 

33 

— 

4 

Sweets  

54 

201 

74 

185 

Soup 

— 

519 

— 

1002 

Miscellaneous 

804 

8118 

no 

517 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  All  meat  unfit  for  human 
consumption  which  has  been  condemned  following  inspection  at  the  Public  Slaughter- 
house is  heavily  stained  with  green  dye  before  being  removed  from  the  premises  by 
a reputable  firm  of  manufacturers  whose  works  are  situate  within  the  Borough 
boundary.  At  these  works  all  the  meat  is  converted  into  fertiliser  and  none  of  it  is 
sold  as  pet  animal  food  nor  is  there  any  leakage  through  other  channels  whereby 
the  public  health  is  endangered.  In  respect  of  other  foods  in  the  shops  which  are 
condemned  the  department  accepts  full  responsibility  for  its  disposal  by  collecting 
the  condemned  items  by  van  and  conveying  them  to  the  refuse  disposal  works  where 
they  are  destroyed  by  incineration. 

Comjilete  records  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  are  maintained  and  the 
Council  is  satisfied  that  the  above  arrangements  at  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  and 
elsewhere  provide  adequate  protection  for  the  general  public. 

Mussels  from  the  Piers.  No  further  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
about  mussels  being  taken  from  underneath  the  piers  and,  apparently',  the  boards 
which  were  fixed  by  the  Local  Authority  with  the  consent  of  the  Pier  Companies, 
warning  people  that  the  mussels  were  unfit  for  human  consumption,  must  have 
had  a salutory  effect. 

Foreign  Matter  in  Food.  The  considerable  increase  of  publicitv  in  recent  years 
in  connection  with  food  hygiene  has  certainly'  brought  about  closer  co-operation 
with  the  general  public,  with  the  result  that  peop’e  are  far  more  keen  in  reporting 
to  the  local  authority,  instances  in  which  they  feel  their  interests  are  being 
jeopardised. 
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The  great  variety  of  cases  of  this  Upe  can  be  judged  by  the  undermentioned 
complaints  which  the  department  has  investigated. 

Rubber  covering  from  wire  in  rock. 

Pieces  of  glass  in  jars  of  marmalade. 

Piece  of  glass  in  bottle  of  milk. 

Foreign  body  in  loaf  of  bread. 

Slug  in  bottle  of  milk. 

Piece  of  metal  in  rock. 

Foreign  body  in  fruit  tart. 

Foreign  body  in  sultana  cake 

Bandage  dressing  in  tinned  stewed  steak. 

Foreign  matter  in  marshmallow  wafer  biscuits. 

Food  Hygiene.  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
1^38,  have  considerably  .strengthened  the  hand  of  the  department  in  respect  of 
clean  food  handling.  The  standard  of  cleanliness,  both  on  the  stalls  on  the  sands 
and  on  the  Promenade,  has  continued  to  show  improvement,  and  in  only  one  instance 
did  the  Local  Authority  decide  to  prosecute  in  respect  of  a breach  of  the  Byelaws. 

Detailed  surveys  of  these  foreshore  stalls,  which  are  so  well  patronised  by  the 
huge  visiting  population  to  Blackpool,  are  frequently  made  and  representations  are 
being  made  to  the  Council  that  in  the  agreement  between  the  Local  Authority  and 
the  stallholders  or  owners  of  mobile  food  vehicles  on  the  sands  it  is  a requisite  of 
the  letting  that  the  stalls  or  vehicles  will  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Food  Hygiene  Lectures.  The  department,  in  co-operation  with  the  School  of 
Food  Technology  attempted  to  continue  the  food  hygiene  lectures  which  were 
started  last  year,  but,  unfortunately,  did  not  meet  with  much  success.  Whilst  it 
is  extremely  difficult  in  a seaside  resort  whei'e  labour  is  so  transitional  for  interest 
to  be  kept  constant  in  courses  of  this  nature,  our  experience  has  shown  the  wisdom 
that,  so  far  as  Blackpool  is  concerned,  there  is  no  substitute  for  frequent  inspections 
of  premises  and  thus  maintaining  the  closest  contact  between  the  proprietors  of  these 
businesses,  their  employees,  and  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Intimate  talks 
at  the  place  of  business  seems  to  be  the  most  effective  policy  in  Blackpool. 

Food  Premises.  The  following  is  a list  of  shops  in  the  Borough  where  food 


is  exposed  for  sale  : 

Butchers’  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

Fish  and  Greengrocery  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Grocery,  Provisions  and  Confectioner\-  ...  ...  51d 

Sweet  Confectionery^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Tea  Rooms  ...  ...  228 

Tripe  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Oyster  Stalls'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 


Milk  Supply.  The  tendency  has  been  in  Blackpool,  as  in  most  other  large 
towns,  for  milk  to  be  brought  into  the  town,  heat  treated  and  bottled  before  being 
supplied  to  the  public.  Probably  85%  of  the  milk  supply  is  so  treated  and 
distributed. 


A list  of  milk  purveyors  is  set  out  below  : 

Milk  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Milk  Shops  selling  by  retail  (loose  milk)  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairymen’s  premises,  not  including  farmers  ...  ...  ...  41 

Distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

Dairymen  using  registered  dairies  other  than  own  premises  ...  6 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949  and  1950.  The  following  licences 
under  the  above  regulations  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  1953. 

Licensed  Bottling  Establishments  : 

Tuberculin  Tested — at  farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Dealers’  Licences  ; 

Tuberculin  Tested  and  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  46 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  275 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Supplementary  Licences  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  and  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  3 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Milk  Analysis.  The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  milk. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  127,  and  of  these  13 
proved  unsatisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

3 samples  of  non-designated  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  and  all  proved  satisfactory.  18  samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  methylene 
blue  test  and  6 of  these  proved  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  samples  taken  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1949. 


Methylene  Blue  Test 


Glade  of  Milk  . 

Outside  tiie  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Satis- 

faetory 

Unsat  is- 
faetory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

T.T.  (Channel  Islands)  ... 

14 

4 





T.T.  (Pasteurised)  ... 

47 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  (Certified)  or 

Tubcrcuiin  Tested 

SI 

o 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

... 

40 

Phosphatase  Test 


Outside  the  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Sati.s- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factorj' 

T.T.  (Pa.steurised)  

47 

_ 

Pasteuri.sed  

.■>2 

— 

40 

— 

Animal  Inoculation  Test 


Grade  of  Milk 

Outside  tiie  Borough. 

Inside  the  Borough 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

faclory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

T.T.  friianiicl  lulaiidR) 

3 

T.T.  or  Certified  

14 

— 



Pasteurised 

O 

— 



T.T.  (I’asteuriaed)  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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Turbidity  Test 


Outsiilp  till'  Hdiiiiiuli 

llie  UoioKi^Oi 

(inuie  of  Milk 

.Satis- 

factory 

U 11  satis- 
factory 

Sat 

I'actory 

t'lisatis- 

factory 

Stpriliseii 

3S 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Supply.  The  report  set  out  below  was  submitted  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee,  and  shows  in  detail  the  action  taken  by  the  department 
in  connection  with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Introduction 

The  number  of  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  has  again  shown  a slight  reduction, 
and  also,  for  the  first  time  for  some  years,  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number 
of  purveyors. 


Mix 

1939 

1951 

1952 

.19.53 

Pasteurised  .. 

5 



Boiled 

07 

— 

— 

— 

Mamifactiirprs 

Heat  Treateil 

— 

32 

31 

29 

Cold 

23 

3 

1 

1 

Total 

95 

35 

32 

30 

Pastpurised  ... 

134 

_ 

Boiled 

85 

— 

— 

— 

I’lirveyors 

Heat  Treated 



458 

431 

Cold 

23 

4 

1 

1 

Total 

242 

3S0 

459 

432 

Premises 

The  structural  standard  of  the  buildings  used  in  connection  with  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  remains  reasonably  satisfactory. 


No.  of  Rooms  Available 

Class  of  Manufacture 

Total 

1 

9 

3 

Heat  Treated  Mix 

4 

21 

4 

29 

Cold  Mix 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

22 

4 

30 

The  stalls  on  the  sands  are  generally  of  modern  construction,  and  can  easily 
be  operated  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  bye-laws  relating  to  the  sale 
of  food  in  the  open  air. 

The  stalls  on  the  Promenade  and  other  forecourts  are  now  generally  satisfactory 
and  steps  have  been  taken  by' stall  holders  to  minimise  risk  of  contamination  when 
cutting  blocks  of  ice  cream  into  wafers. 

Equipment 

Durtng  the  j’ear  equipment  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  aealm  has  been 
maintained  in  compliance  with  the  heat  treatment  regulations. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Samples 

26  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis.  Two  legal  .standards  governed 
the  composition  of  ice  cream  during  1953. 

(i)  The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Amendment)  Order,  1952,  which 
continued  in  force  until  1st  June,  1953,  after  which  date  the  minimum 

constituents  w'ere  varied  by  : 

(ii)  The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953. 
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The  increased  standard  laid  down  by  the  new  1953  Order  followed  a more 
generous  allocation  of  materials  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  manufacturers. 


Iiiyi'pdient 

195a  Order 

HI.'):!  Order 

Kut 

4% 

5% 

SllKiil'  

10% 

10% 

Milk  .sdlicis  other  thiiii  fats 

5% 

n% 

In  both  Orders,  variations  were  allowed  in  the  case  of  ice  cream  containing 
fruit  and  kosher  products. 


During  the  year,  4 samples  showed  a deficiency  in  fat  content,  and  in  three  of 
these  cases  authority  was  given  for  legal  proceedings  to  be  instituted. 


A comparative  classification  of  the  fat  content  in  the  samples  for  the  two  years 
1953  and  1952  is  showm  in  the  following  tables. 


Classiticatioii 

Fat  tiontent  % 

1953 

1952 

Below 

3 

1 

Over 

Below 

4 

— 

1 

Over 

4 

Below 

5 

3 

2 

Over 

;"> 

Below 

(5  

7 

4 

Over 

0 

Below 

7 

1 

0 

Over 

7 

Below 

8 

1 

3 

Over 

s 

Below 

9 

4 

5 

Over 

9 

Below 

10  

3 

O 

( Iver 

10 

6 

12 

Totals 

26 

35 

The  average  fat  content  of  all  samples  was  7.12%  compared  with  8.2%  during 
1952.  Although  this  shows  a slight  percentage  decrease,  it  still  indicates  that  on 
an  average  a good  standard  is  maintained  in  relation  to  the  statutory  minimum. 


The  average  fat  content  of  samples  taken  from  manufacturers  whose  products 
are  sold  from  stalls  on  the  sands  was  8.1%  compared  with  8.7%  during  1952.  The 
details  of  individual  samples  are  as  follows  : — 


llamifaetuter 

1 

O 

3 1 4 

1 

5 

0 ! 7 1 

; i 

8 

9 

10 

% Fat  

8.2 

10.1 

9.0  12.4 

5.15 

1 1 

6.70  ; 4.30  I 

— 

— 

— 

The  sample  showai  under  heading  No.  7 was  the  subject  of  legal  proceedings, 
the  defendant  being  fined  £10,  wath  37/-  costs. 


Bacteriological  Analysis  of  Samples 

The  following  table  shows  the  grading  of  the  fifty-seven  samples  submitted  for 
e.vamination  by  the  methylene  blue  test. 


Class  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Totals 

1 

3 

4 

Ileal  Treated  ... 

28 

4 

12 

12 

56 

Cold  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

29 

4 

12 

1 '* 

■ 

57 

57.9%  were  within  Grades  1 and  2 as  compared  with  66.7  during  1951. 
42.1%,  were  within  Grades  3 and  4 as  compared  with  33.3  during  1951. 
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During  the  peak  period,  there  was  an  extensive  food  poisoning  outbreak  in  this 
area,  and  consequently  the  number  of  samples  taken  by  the  department  was  much 
below  normal.  Sampling  efforts  were,  therefore,  mainly  directed  towards  those 
manufacturers  whose  sampling  records  had  been  poor  in  previous  years.  Conse- 
ciuently  the  decreased  percentage  of  satisfactory  samples  is  not  truly  correlative 
with  the  figures  for  previous  years. 

Summary 

(i)  There  has  been  a decrease  both  in  the  number  of  manufacturers  and 
retailers  of  ice  cream,  and  included  in  the  former  are  two  long  established 
firms,  who  at  one  time  had  a considerable  wholesale  trade. 

(ii)  The  result  of  the  chemical  analysis  shows  a slight  % reduction  of  fat 
compared  with  previous  years,  but  on  the  whole  the  (]uality  is  much 
above  the  minimum  legal  standards. 

(iii)  There  is  not  much  change  in  the  results  of  bacteriological  examination, 
and  if  conditions  permit,  a more  extensive  sampling  programme  will  be 
carried  out  in  1954. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  During  the  year  427  samples  were  taken  under 
the  Act,  and  the  results  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  are  detailed  below. 


lufornial 

.\atiiie  of  Sample 

Formal 

Geniiiiio 

Not 

Uenuine 

Kef. 

Vo. 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

Xo. 







Almonds,  Ground  

3 



_ 

— 

— 

— 

Aniseed  Roek  ... 

1 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

Angelica 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

(J 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3fi5 

Bilberries  in  Syrup 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Biscuits  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blackcurrant  and  lifpioiice  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blackcurrant  .liiice  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brawn 

1 

— 

— 

1 

I 

244 

Brisling,  tinned  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  

1(1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  Drops  (Old  Eiigli...lij 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butternut  Assortment  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  Toffee 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cachons,  Silver  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Caramel  Toffee 

1 

— 

— 

•> 

— 

— 

Cheese  Spread  

() 

— 

— 

— 

1 

IS(1 

Cheese  Spread,  Celerv 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cherries,  Gl.ace  

3 

— 

— 

] 

— 

— 

Chocolate  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Christmas  Pudding  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clockles  

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cocoa  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coconut  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

1.3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

:i(!0 

Coffee  Beans  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Colour  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Condiment,  non-brewcd  

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

119.  129 

Confectionery  (Chocolate 

121.  122 

teacakes  and  whirls 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  fat 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cougli  tablets 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Crab,  dressed 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cream  powder,  synthetic  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cream,  sterilised  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curi'y  Powder 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dates  

1 

— 

— 





— 

Dessert  Powder,  Sweetened  ... 

1 

— 

— 





— 

Dessert.  Powder,  Vanilla 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Bgg,  dried  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Kat,  Sweetened  Swedish  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs,  cooking  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fish  paste  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Flavour  

— 

— 

— 





— 

Flour,  Self-raising  

8 

— 

— 

1 





Fondant  

— 

— 

— 





Fruit  Fizzers 

1 

— 

— 

— 





Ginger  Cordial  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger.  Crystalised 

1 
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Infonna 

Pormal 

(ieimiiie 

Not 

Genuine 

Kef. 

No. 

Nature  of  Sample 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 







(lintel',  ground 

2 

, 

* 

— 

— 

Ginger,  preserved 

Glucose  will)  Vitamin  D ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Golden  Raising  I’owder 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grapefruit  Squash 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Konev 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ice  Oream  

21 

4 

i:>9,  198 

22^.  2VA\ 

— 

1 

2G2 

Ice  Creani  Lollies  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

Ice  Lollies  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Iodine,  Tinetiire  of  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

.Tam.  Raspberry  

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 

.lellv  Crystals  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.lellv,  table 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ijime  Cordial 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lolly  Kreiue,  iced  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lnoozade 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Margarine 

lU 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marshmallow  Cream  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marzipan 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meat  Pie  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Potted  

— 

1 

354 

1 

— 

— 

Mbor  Edible  Oil 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3S2 

Milk  

114 

10 

86.  87. 

145.  17«, 

188,  332, 

333.  334, 

423.  211 

— 

— 

— 

Milk.  Channel  Island.s  

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Mincemeat  

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Mustard  .'  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Squa.sb 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PastiT  Mixture  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peel,  cut.  mixed 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper-ttavoured  compound 

1 

— 

— 

] 

— 

— 

Peppermint  Oil  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Plasinal  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

97 

Pork  Brawn,  Danish 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pudding  Mixture,  sweet  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Raisins 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Raisins,  seedless  

2 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Rice,  ground  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

301 

Rock 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sage,  dried 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Saliovlic  Acid  Ointment  

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salmon  Paste  ... 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce,  Tiger  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce.  Worce.ster  

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Beef  ... 

]'2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sau.sage.  Beef  and  Pork 

8 

1 

162 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Meat 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Saitsage,  Pork 

1) 

1 

160 

4 

— 

— 

Shrimps 

Soup.  Chicken  noodle 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spice,  mixed  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sponge  mixture 

Sponge  Pudding  mixture  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffing.  Sage  and  Onion 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suet,  Shredded  Beef 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sugar  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sulphur  Ointment  B.P. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sultanas  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sunny  Spread 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

332 

Sweet  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Table  Creams 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Thyme  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt 

14 

— 

— 

1 



— 

Vol  

--- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

AVelsh  Rarebit 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Whey  Cream  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whisky 

3 

— 

— 

50 

i:i 

338 

20 

61 


The  action  taken  by  the  department  in  respect  of  certain  samples  was  as  follows  ; 

Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  86  The  sam])le  was  deficient  in  noii- 

fatty  solids  to  the  extent  of  2.5  % . 

Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  on  the  30th  March, 
1053.  No  further  action  taken  as  the 
Public  Analyst  stated  that  the  deficiency 
was  not  due  to  the  presence  of 
extraneous  water. 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  87 


Danish  Pork  Informal  Sample  No.97 
Brawn 


Confectionery  Informal  Samples 

Nos.  119,  120,  121  and 
122 

(Chocolate  tea  cakes  and  whirls) 


Celery  Cheese  Informal  Sample  No.  136 
Spread 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  145 


The  .sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  16%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  30th  March,  1953.  As  the  milk 
had  been  produced  at  premises  outside 
the  Borough,  the  Public  Analyst’s 
report  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  sample  was  contaminated 
with  metal.  (Tin  2.2  and  6.7  iron- 
grains  per  lb.)  due  to  corrosion,  and 
was  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The 
remainder  of  stock  was  voluntarily 
surrendered . 

The  fat  was  rancid  and  unsuitable 
for  human  consumption.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Health  Services  Committee, 
but  in  the  meantime,  the  manufacturers 
had  disposed  of  the  remainder  of  the 
stock  for  animal  feeding. 

The  sample  contained  an  excess  of 
water  to  the  amount  of  8.8%  expressed 
as  a percentage  of  the  total  weight. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  on  the  6th  July, 
1953.  Referred  to  the  Ministr},’  of 
Food  (Food  Standards  and  Labelling 
Division)  as  the  appropriate  aiithority 
to  take  action  in  the  matter. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  30%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  1st  June,  1953,  on  receipt  of  the 
.Analyst’s  report.  “Appeal  to  Cow’’ 
samples  were  submitted  for  examina- 
tion, and  the  Public  Analy.st  expressed 
the  view  that  the  deficiency  in  fat  was 
probabh'  due  to  improper  mixing  and 
not  to  the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 
The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  informed  of  this  result,  as  the  milk 
was  produced  at  premises  outside  the 
Borough . 
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Ice  Cream 


Pork  Sausage 


Beef  and 
Pork  Sausag< 


Milk 


MUk 


Ice  Cream 


Formal  Sample  No.  159  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  20%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  6th  July,  1953.  Further  sample 
taken  (No.  193)  and  Town  Clerk 
authorised  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Formal  Sample  No.  160  The  sample  was  deficient  in  meat 

(pork)  to  the  extent  of  20%  . Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee  on  the  6th  July,  1953.  The 
Town  Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute 
legal  proceedings.  The  defendant  was 
fined  £1  and  £3  3s.  Od.  costs  at  Black- 
pool Police  Couit  on  31st  July,  1953, 
for  contravention  of  Section  3 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Formal  Sample  No.  162  The  sample  contained  preservative. 

the  presence  of  which  was  not  declared. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee  on  the  6th  July,  1953.  The 
Town  Clerk  was  authorised  to  send  a 
warning  letter  to  the  retailer  regarding 
correct  labelling  of  sausage  containing 
preservative. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.3%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  6th  July,  1953.  The  Analyst’s 
report  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Coimty  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as 
the  milk  had  been  produced  at  premises 
outside  the  Borough. 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  t 
the  extent  of  3.3%.  Reported  to  the  | 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on  1 
the  6th  July,  1953.  The  Analyst’s  * 
report  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as 
the  milk  had  been  produced  at  premises 
outside  the  Borough. 


Formal  Sample  No.  178 


Formal  Sample  No.  188 


Formal  Sample  No.  193  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  17%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  6th  July,  1953,  and  the  Town  Clerk 
was  authorised  to  institute  legal  pro- 
ceedings. The  defendant  was  fined  .£1 
and  17/6d.  costs  at  Blackpool  Police 
Court  on  the  27th  August,  1953  for 
contravention  of  R2  Defence  (Sale  of 
Food)  Regulations,  1943. 
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Milk 


Ice  Cream 


Brisling 


Ice  Cream 


Ice  Cream 
Lollies 


Rock 


Formal  Sample  No.  211  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  3.3%.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  as  the  farm  at  which  the 
milk  was  produced  is  within  the  County 
area. 


Formal  Sample  No.  229  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  12.8%  . Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  31st  August,  1953,  and  the  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute  legal 
proceedings. 

The  defendant  w-as  fined  £10  and 
.£1  17s.  Od.  costs,  at  Blackpool  Police 
Court  on  the  5th  November,  1953,  for 
contravention  of  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice  Cream)  Older,  1953. 

Informal  Sample  No.  244  The  sample  was  contaminated  with 

iron  and  was  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion. Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  on  the  5th  October, 
1953,  and  the  Town  Clerk  was  authori- 
sed to  send  a warning  letter  to  the 
retailer. 


Formal  Sample  No.  260  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to 

the  extent  of  76%.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee  on 
the  5th  October,  1953,  and  the  Town 
Clerk  was  authorised  to  institute  legal 
proceedings. 

The  defendant  was  fined  £5  and 
35s.  Od.  costs  at  Blackpool  Police  Court 
on  the  4th  December,  1953,  for  contra- 
vention of  the  Food  Standard  (Ice 
Cream)  Order,  1953. 

Informal  Sample  No.  262  The  ice  cream  was  deficient  in  fat 

to  the  extent  of  78%  and  deficient  in 
non-fatty  milk  solids  to  the  extent  of 
41%.  Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  on  the  5th  October, 
1953.  No  further  action  taken  as  the 
person  involved  ceased  immediately  to 
manufacture  this  commodity. 

Informal  Sample  No.  301  The  sample  contained  9%  of 

extraneous  water.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee. 
The  rock  was  unsaleable  but  not  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  and  the 
consignee  was  informed  that  his  onh- 
remedy  was  a Civil  action. 
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Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  332 

Lancs.  County  Council 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  333 

Lancs.  County  Council 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  334 

Lancs.  County  Council 


Sweet  Informal  Sample  No.  332 


Appeal  to  Cow ' ’ sample. 

Sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the 

extent  of  3.3%. 

“Appeal  to  Cow’’  sample. 

Sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the 

extent  of  2.5%. 

“Appeal  to  Cow’’  sample. 

Sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the 

extent  of  1.6%. 

The  sample  contained  rancid  fat. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health 

Services  Committee,  but  the  vendor  of 
the  sweet  could  not  be  traced. 


Potted  Meat  Formal  Sample  No.  354  The  sample  contained  36% 

extraneous  water.  Reported  to  the 
Related  Health  Services  Committee, 
and  the  Town  Clerk  was  authorised  to 
institute  legal  proceedings.  The  hear- 
ing was  at  Blackpool  Police  Court  on 
the  8th  Januar},',  1954,  and  the  case 
against  the  defendant  was  dismissed. 

The  manufacturer,  however,  was 
fined  £2  Os.  Od.  (plus  the  analyst’s  fee 
of  £2  2s.  Od.)  for  contravention  of 
Section  3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938. 

Informal  Sample  No.  365  The  fruit  was  contaminated  with 

iron  (iron  — 190  p.p.m.).  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee  and  the  affected  tins  were 
surrendered  for  destruction. 

Coffee  Beans  Informal  Sample  No.  366  The  beans  were  contaminated  with 

perfume.  The  public  analyst  reported 
that  after  roasting  the  beans  would  be 
fit  for  human  consumption,  and  the 
dealer  was  informed  of  this  fact. 

Milk  Informal  Sample  No.  382  The  sample  was  sterilised  milk 

containing  carbonised  milk  solids. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee.  No  further  action  taken. 

Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  423  The  sample  was  genuine,  but 

abnormal  milk,  deficient  in  solids-not- 
fat,  to  the  extent  of  1.1%.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Ser\nces 
Committee.  No  further  action  taken. 


Bilberries  in 
Syrup 
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Fertiliser  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926.  During  the  year  16  samples  were 
taken  and  the  results  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  are  set  out  below  : 


Iiiforiiwil 

NjitJin*  of  Saiiijilc 

Koniial 

lirnniiM' 

.\ol 
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Ui'f. 
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.\(M 
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.\o. 

I 

12.\ 
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___ 



1 
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— 

— 

— 

1 
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) 

— 

— 

1 

s 
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— 
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— 

— 

— 
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— 
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— 
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— 
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1 

3 

Hoof  and  Horn  Fertiliser  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Kellogs  Maize  Germ  Meal  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Xalional  firowmore  Fertiliser 

\ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fantoribin  Vital  Vitamin  B ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Raw  Bone  Meal 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Split  Corn 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Siiperphospliate  Fertili.ser 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

3 

1 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  those  samples  which  did  not  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  is  detailed  below  : 


Hoof  and  Horn  Informal  Sample  No. 
Fertiliser 


3 The  sample  contained  0.85%  less 

Nitrogen  than  was  stated  in  the 
statutory  declaration  and  this  difference 
was  in  excess  of  the  permitted  limits 
of  variation.  Full  report  sent  to 

Ministry/  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Hoof  and  Horn  Formal  Sample  No.  5 
Fertiliser 


Eclipse  Informal  Sample  No. 

Compounds 
Fish  Manure 


Cream  Calf  Informal  Sample  No. 
Starter  Meal 


Calf  Rearing  Informal  Sample  No. 
Nuts 


The  sample  contained  0.71%  less 
nitrogen  than  stated  in  the  statutory 
declaration,  and  this  difference  was  in 
excess  of  the  permitted  limits  of  varia- 
tion. Full  report  sent  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

8 The  sample  contained  0.5  % more 

insoluble  phosphoric  acid  than  the 
quantity  stated  after  making  due 
allowance  for  the  permitted  limits  of 
variation.  The  said  excess  is  not  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  purchaser.  Referred 
to  the  Ministr\’  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 

IIA  The  sample  contained  0.1%  more 
oil  and  0.4%  less  fibre  than  the 
amounts  declared,  after  making  due 
allowance  for  the  permitted  limits  of 
variation.  The  excess  and  deficiency 
are  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser.  Referred  to  the  Ministry^ 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

12A  The  sample  contained  0.75%  less 
fibre  than  the  amount  declared,  after 
making  due  allowance  for  the  permitted 
limits  of  variation.  The  deficienc\-  is 
not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 
Referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 
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General  Informal  Sample  No.  12 

Fertiliser 


The  sample  contained  0.26%  more 
soluble  phosphoric  acid  and  0.40%  j 
more  insoluble  phosphoric  acid 
(expressed  in  terms  of  the  whole  bulk)  | 
than  the  amount  declared,  after  making  [ 
due  allowance  for  the  permitted  limits 
of  variation . * 

The  total  excess  of  phosponc  acid  •• 
is  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser.  1 
Referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  > 
and  Fisheries.  I 


Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941.  9 samples  were  taken  during  the  \ear  ? 

and  the  results  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  are  as  follows  : 
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Rheumatic  Tablets 

— 

— 
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] 

— 

— 

Seville  Tonic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Throat  Specific  

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926.  During  routine  visits  to  food  premi.ses  tire  j 
sanitary  inspectors  pay  particular  attention  to  the  proper  labelling  of  goods  as  1 
required  bv  this  Act.  One  instance  of  improper  labelling  of  sausages  was  reported  j, 
to  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee  and  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  f; 
offender  b\’  the  Town  Clerk. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951.  Twelve  premises  are  f 
registered  under  Section  2 of  the  Act,  i.e.  premises  where  filling  materials  are  used,  i 
No  premises  are  I'egistered  under  either  Section  6 or  7 i.e.  premises  where  rag  flock  » 
is  manufactured  or  stored.  The  analyst’s  reports  on  the  twelve  samples  taken  '■ 
during  the  v’ear  show  that  in  each  case  the  sample  conformed  to  the  prescribed  ( 
standard. 
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Prosecutions  during  1953 


.Month 

SKi'TION 

t'oNrn.wKNTiox 

.lami.'irv 

Blackpool  ImpiovPMiPiit  .\cl. 
102r).  SPction  S7  (a.i  aoiciirlcil 
by  Section  40,  1935  Act) 

(lonlinning  Penalty — defendant  tined  11)/- 
(or  each  ol  4 days. 

Blackpool  Improvement  .Act. 
1925.  Section  87  (as  amended 
by  Section  Id.  1935  .Act) 

l)p|'(M»daiit  lined  Hi).  OccupNiiiii  sliui-iun' 

(Ml  l]ind. 

Kcliniaiv 

Koott  ;iihI  Druys  Art.  I0:18 

|)(‘lVmlanls  lined  £2.  Moiisi*  excretiHMit  in 
rolh'd  oats. 

Blackpool  Improvement  .Act. 
1925,  .Section  87  (as  amended 
by  Section  40.  1935  Act 

Drfondanl  liinMl  £2  on  ('acli  oT  i\vo 
siiinnionsos.  Occupying  strnc-turu  on  l.-ind. 

.March 

Food  and  Kruj's  .Act.  1938. 
Section  13  (I)  (c)  (d)  (i;) 

Defendant  lined  A5  on  each  of  three 
snnimonse.s.  DiiTy  condition  of  food 
p re  pa  rati  oi  i p re  in  i ses. 

Jlax 

Food  and  Drnns  Act,  1938, 
Section  15.  Byelaw  7 

Defendant  lined  .£1  on  each  of  two  ca.ses. 
Dipped  apples  expo.scd  on  stalls  without 
being  suitably  protected  from  dust.  dirt, 
etc. 

•lunc 

Public  Health  .Act.  1930. 
Section  93 

Abatement  Order  made  for  0 weeks. 
Order  made  to  prevent  recurrence. 
Defective  roof  of  house. 

Blackpool  Improviunent  Act. 
1925,  Section  87  (as 

amended) 

Defendant  lined  61.  Occupxing  slruidurc 
on  land. 

•Inly 

Blackpool  Improvement  Act. 
1925.  Section  87  (a.s 

amended) 

J)(*fendant  linod  i'l. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
Section  3 

Defendant  lined  £1  and  .63  3s.  costs. 

Pork  sausage  deficient  of  20  pei-  cent,  of 
its  meat. 

-Vu'JINt 

Defence  (Sale  of  Fooil) 
Hegulations.  1943 

Defendant  lined  £1  and  17/t)d.  costs.  Ice 
cream  contidned  only  4.15  per  cent,  of  fat. 

.SeptPMihcr 

Blackpool  Improvement  .Act. 
1925.  Section  87  (a.s 

ainemled) 

Defendant  fined  £1.  SDuclure  occujiied 

on  lanil. 

OclobPi 

Blackpool  Improvement  .Act. 
1925,  Section  87  (as 

amended) 

Defendant  lined  £4  lOs. 

N'ovctnber 

Blackpool  Improvement  .Act, 
1925,  Section  87  (a.s 

amended) 

Ih'fendaJil  linod  £0. 

Food  Stand.Tids  Ice  Cream 
Drder,  1953 

Defendant  fined  £10  plus  37/-  costs.  Ice 
cream  deficient  in  fat  to  extent  of  12.8 
per  cent. 

Food  .and  Dinas  .Act,  1938. 
Section  13 

Defendant  fined  £10  on  each  of  5 /-a.scs 
i.e.  in  po.ssession  of  unfit  prunes,  sultanas, 
etc.,  cooking  fat,  margarine,  etc.  accumula- 
tion of  rehise  in  food  storage  room, 
(londitions  of  cleanline.ss  not  obserxed  in 
shop.  Food  contaminated  by  mouse 

cxcrenient.  £50. 

IJpceniber 

Food  and  Drugs  .Act,  1938, 
Section  13 

Defendant  lined  £2  on  each  of  12 
summonses.  £24.  Dirty  condition  of  txvo 
bake.house.s,  cake  decoration  rooii)  and  food 
.store. 

Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
Order,  1953 

Defendaid  lined  £5  and  Analysl's  fees  35/- 
Ice  cream  dellcicnt  of  fat.  (jontained  only 

1.2  Jicr  cent. 
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59 

43 

39 
43 
43 

40 

18 

39 

45 

5? 

42 

18 

5 

11 

7 

, 8 
17 


Theatres  and  Music  Halls,  Sanitarv 

Conditions 

43 

Transport  of  Meat  ... 

53 

Tuberculosis : 

Chest  Clinic 

15 

Contacts 

33 

Incidence 

15 

Mortality 

10,  15 

Notifications 

15 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care  . . . 

32 

V 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

31 

Venereal  Diseases 

16 

Venereal  Diseases,  Clinics  ... 

16 

Vermin  and  Insect  Disinfestation  ... 

47 

Vital  Statistics 

7 

W 

Water  Supply 

39 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

31 

